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PREFACE. 



In writing to a body of Christians like those composing the 
Independent, Congregational, Nonconformist Churches, I 
feel that I address those whose attention I shall enlist, even 
should they not entirely agree with me in doctrine, or go 
the whole way with it. 

I assume the nom de plume, "A Deacon," first, in virtue 
of an office held for some.years, and next, having no desire 
to figure as a public writer or instructor, for which I am un- 
fitted by my avocation in life, and its limited opportunities 
for the development of such powers did they exist in a 
higher degree than they do, and as an author I am fully 
conscious this will be evident to the reader. Engaged in 
mercantile life, with its arduous duties and heavy responsi- 
bilities, these pages have been written in the after hours of 
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the day's toil, which may be some excuse for their somewhat 

disjointed character and want of continuity. On re-reading 
them they appear to me to resemble (in a very limited 

sense) one of those geologic upheavings, where the strata 

appears at an angle to a certain point, when some other 

takes its place for a distance, when again we drop oo the 

old strata. 

The universal and unfettered right of every ransomed son 
of Adam to the conamunion (rf the Lord^s Supper, is the 
theory which I feel should be the practice of every Church 
that holds the opinion that it is a commemorative and not a 
sacrificial service. 

While holding the diaconal office, I endeavoured to fulfil 
its duties in accordance with the laws of the Church, but 
the conviction pressing itself on me that they were not in 
sympathy with the mind and teaching of Christ, and are 
calculated to discourage rather than to draw men into closer 
communion with Him, I gsve the subject of sacramental 
qualification^ as demanded by the Churches, that thought 
which has resulted in the following pages. 

I have witnessed with pain the evident discomfort under 
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which applicants for communion have laboured when visited 
in accordance with those laws. I have known truly pious 
men refuse to submit to those examinatory tests through a 
whole life, whose lives, liberality, and zeal for the cause of 
Christ would compare favourably with those of any that sit 
at His table in virtue of their submission to them. I have 
known such to worship in our churches, but seek their sacra- 
mental communion in the Church of England, returning to 
the other ministrations of the Gospel ; and I believe them 
to be right in resisting them, as they have done, to the end. 

How many zealous Christian men the Churches thus lose 
the active services of from this cause can hardly be esti- 
mated, or how much the cause of Christ — and especially that 
of Nonconformity — suffers by keeping out so many who 
would be willing labourers in His vineyard, were His service 
as free as He intended it to be, and as the Gospel proclaims 
it, eternity alone can tell. But a more painful thought pre- 
sents itself. How many earnest enquirers who have needed 
the help of the brotherhood have been deprived of it by those 
means, until they have at length become indifferent to it 
altogether, and the usefulness of their lives has been lost 
to Christ. 
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I have heard such objectors, when urged to join the 
Church, draw parallels between her members and those out- 
side, which had more truth on their side than Christianity 
on the other, that have convinced me that claims to such 
cxclusiveness could only be justified by a perfection and 
purity unattainable by man ; and the question has rushed 
upon me, Do I possess it ? to which the answer must ever 

be in the negative, and my conscience has condemned me 
while seated at that table to see those whom I have felt to 
be equally, if not more worthy than myself to sit there, 
retire, who would not have done so but for the hindrances 
their fellow men only, and not their Lord, have put in their 
way, 

I have seen abuses of the system of Church membership 
arising out of these sacramental laws, of which the world 
would be ashamed in its secular affairs — worshippers urged 
to join in membership on the eve of some dispute to ensure 
the triumph of a party in the Church. I have known trans- 
fers refused upon what appeared to me to be very insuffi- 
cient grounds, while I deny the right to refuse the cup under 
any circumstances whatever ; and, alas ! I have known such 
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thus thrust out from Christian communion go back into the 
world, when the only comfort left to my mind has been the 
hope that the Great Shepherd would not let them go, but 
would follow them to the mountains and bring them back 
in His arms at last, notwithstanding the arrogance and self- 
righteousness of man. 

While admitting to its fullest extent the value and import- 
ance of the public administration of the Sacrament, and the 
desirability of its celebration when in the church being 
under the auspices of the minister, I entirely disbelieve that 
the Gospel gives them any exclusive priestly authority, or 
that it denies the right to enjoy it in the family, the private 
meetings of Christians, or publicly by the laity without 
them. I am also strongly impressed that its administration 
to children should be as early as their .capacity for intelligent 
prayer is evident ; and by its thus becoming a part of their 
Christian duty, its beauty, power, and blessing will be greatly 
enhanced. 

Believing in common with all Christians that Christ Jesus 
was the sanctifying power of the first Passover, I further be- 
lieve that the duties, privileges, and responsibilities of the 
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first were transmitted to, but in no way abolished in, the 
second Passover feast called the Lord's Supper. 

While recognising the spirit of benevolence and zeal among 
Christian Churches for the more demonstrative, aggressive, 
and public work, I am convinced that there is an enormous 
lack of large-hearted, helpful, private sympathy for the sor- 
rowing and distressed in their midst, in their own congrega- 
tions, and even among their very members, and that deacons 
must come much more nearly up to the standard of their 
original design and purpose, or some other and far more 
potent organization must be called into existence to seek 
out such, and make more evident the spirit of true Christian 
sympathy as reflected in Christ Jesus, ere the world will 
believe, or would even be justified in admitting, their claim 
to constitute themselves the judges of a brother's fitness or 
otherwise to join them at the Lord's table or in any other 
service of the sanctuary. 

I advance, therefore, these opinions fully prepared to 
adopt them, in the hope that they may, under the divine 

blessing, be the means of promoting the glory of God and 
of advancing the liberty of the Gospel, greatly to extend the 
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true and unfettered fellowship of Christ's people, to 
strengthen the power and prosperity of the Churches, and to 
break that dividing line which is now so arbitrarily drawn 
between believers outside and those that are within the pre- 
sent narrow circle of Church membership, for which man 
alone is responsible, and not the Gospel Without doubt or 
scruple, therefore, I say to all, in the full assurance of faith 
and on Gospel authority, wherever two or three are met 
together in His name, "Take eat, for Christ, our Passover, 
is sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast." 

THE AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE HINDRANCES. 

" Where two or three are gathered together in my name^ there 
am I in the midst of them,^*^-yiAr£T, xviii. 20. 

If there be one problem of greater importance than 
another to Christianity, and that demands the most 
earnest determination of Christians of all denomina- 
tions to solve, it is to discover the best means to adopt 
by which the laity shall be brought into more com- 
plete sympathy with, and hearty co-operation in, the 
work of the Churches. From the Romish down to 
the smallest Dissenting denomination the need is felt, 
not only of more labourers, but of more life in those who 
already form their worshipping congregations. How 
to obtain a greater hold on the laity for active service 
is the greatest religious question of the day. It is 
moving the hearts of Christian communities through- 
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out the world, while the existing coldness and apparent 
indifference in this respect to the claims of Christ is 
the lamentation of ministers and devout men. But 
before that will ever be attained, the hindrances of 
priestcraft — under whatever name it assumes, and in 
whatever form it presents itself — and every other 
barrier to direct and unfettered access to Christ must 
be swept away ; and, until this is completely accom- 
plished, the appeals from the pulpit must remain for 
this end ineffectual, as they are to a far greater extent 
than they should be, and weakened. The cause must 
be removed ere the effect will be altered, and the door 
of entrance must be open to all without the need of a 
ministerial latch-key. On one side there are earnest 
men deploring this condition of things ; on the 
other are those, not less anxious, silently but deeply 
lamenting the obstacles that prevent them from putting 
their hand to the plough — men and women living in 
the fear of God, who would, if they could freely, join 
in many if not in every good work for Christ. They 
hear the invitations, they feel the duty, they have the 
desire, but they see the hindrances, which to many 
are so distasteful, and to all so discouraging as to 
become insurmountable (excepting to a comparative 
few) to them, and they form no insignificant number 
of thinking men. There is no stumbling-block so 
great, and no hindrance so effectual, as those laws of 
the Churches that bar the way of access to the table 
of the Lord and Church membership. 
' It, therefore, becomes of primary importance, before 
such be condemned, to inquire whether the greater 
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blame is not attached to those who have framed and 
now enforce those laws by which their every Christ- 
ward aspiration is met by tests that check them, to 
which their intelligence does not assent, while their 
observation convinces them that the necessary per- 
fection of purity is neither attained nor perfectly 
developed in those who impose them. 

Strange, therefore, is it to trace to the laws pertain- 
ing to that very ordinance which should be both 
figuratively and essentially the evidence of brotherly 
equality in Christ, which is a demonstration of the 
universality of sin and the freedom of grace, the 
causes which repel from, instead of attracting men to, 
its observance, and to much other Christian effort and 
service, and which obstructions rest entirely on other 
foundations than those which were laid by Christ 
Jesus. 

In Independent Congregational, as in most other 
Nonconformist Churches, the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper is made the door of entrance to Church fellow- 
ship, and to all Church life ; but the hinges upon which 
it hangs are tests of man's creation, by which, instead 
of being an open one of invitation to active service, 
it is closed against the great majority of men, con- 
fining to a select membership the work in which the 
whole congregation of worshippers should participate 
and to which may be traced the evils complained of 
as lack of zeal and service. 

Not until a man has been admitted to membership 
can he fill any official. position ; not until then can he 
take any part in the management of affairs in the 

B 2 
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Church in which he worships and supports ; and so 
long as he continues to object to undergo the ordeal 
by which means alone he can become one, his services 
are lost in a gjreat and important measure to the cause 
of Christ, however virtuous his character or blameless 
his life may be. 

Congregations are always much larger than the 
fellowships, but are not, perhaps, less devout, zealous, 
liberal, or active in the limited sphere in which they 
are allowed to move ; and it is an injustice to such to 
be denied a place at the sacramental table, or to com- 
plain of their want of earnestness in the work from 
which they are, by human laws and devices, excluded. 
They are not less intelligent — even if it be not a proof 
of superior intelligence — that they do object to assent 
to these self-made laws of man ; yet, when a minister 
has to be chosen, to whom they are to listen, or 
officers to be elected, to whom their affairs are to be 
entrusted, their voices cannot be heard, their opinions 
are ignored, and they have neither the power or 
opportunity of inducing to or deciding on any impor- 
tant work for the further development of Christian 
effort in their own community, or its extension for 
aggression ; and they are reduced to absolute silent 
dissatisfaction when anything contrary to their judg- 
ment for the government of the Church is proposed. 
In sliort. with tlie exception of their subscriptions to 
the objects brought before them, they are in no better 
position for active service than those who neglect the 
invitations of the Gospel altogether. 

How, then, can it be a matter for surprise that they 
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are not more active and zealous in a cause that shuts 
up its privileges and incentives to the few? Why 
should such be censured for want of zeal in a cause 
against whom this sacramental door of ingress is 
closed ? Why should those who object to these laws, 
disbelieve their authority, and see no righteous ground 
for submitting to them, be cut off from all communion, 
and shut out from participation in the work of the 
vineyard ? And why should this ordinance especially, 
which should be the most open and free of all services, 
be made a rock of offence to millions ? 

There can be no question but that the extension of 
vital Christianity is seriously retarded by the apathy 
of its lay members^ but laws of exclusion, tests of 
perfection, and select fellowships are not the means to 
remove it, especially where the basis upon which they 
rest is in the highest degree questionable ; nor until 
the Churches are prepared to throw open to the laity 
every opportunity of taking part in their work without 
hindrances which are repulsive to their feelings, will 
that change, so much to be desired, take place, and 
the world be drawn into full sympathy and effort with 
the Churches in their high and glorious mission. 
" Freely ye have received, freely give," must be the 
law of the table as well as of the pulpit, and far more 
open must be the fellowship of the Church if they 
would that all men should come in. 

The passage at the head of this chapter is one of, if 
it be not the central truth, which may be said to de- 
fine the authority, scope, limitation, and character of 
Christian communion ; and it is an appropriate one 
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from which to start the argument that by any such 
assemblage believing it, and with Christ, the Great 
High Priest, in its midst, of which there is the fullest 
promise, all or any of the ordinances of religion may 
be enjoyed without the intervention of any other 
priest, and without limitation, either in respect to 
numbers, times, persons, or places — especially and pre- 
eminently so the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
This does not, however, depreciate the proper value 
and reverence to be attached to the office of priest 
or minister, whose commission from the highest 
authority is to " preach the Gospel to every creature ; '* 
neither is it intended to underrate the importance, or 
to lessen or deny the duty of assembling together, in 
accordance with the apostolic injunction and the 
custom of the Churches, which is not only essential for 
edification, but to show forth and nianifest to the 
world a belief in and fidelity to Him, the remem- 
brance of whose sacrifice for the sins of it is thus 
perpetuated, and the testimony to which accomplished 
fact is thus proclaimed and handed down. 

But, while admitting this to its fullest extent to be 
desirable and imperative wherever practicable, as one 
part of Christian service, it is altogether to be denied 
that a priest or minister, or any specially consecrated 
place, are necessities — much less absolute necessities 
— for the proper and faithful observance of the Lord's 
Supper, or that it cannot or ought not to be enjoyed 
in the absence of either one, the other, or both. The 
assumption, therefore, of the Churches, whatever their 
denomination be, only through their priests or minis- 
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ters to administer the elements of the sacrament, is to 
be condemned as resting on no direct or sufficient 
authority from Christ ; and to contest this assumed 
position of the priesthood the simple Word of God 
will be sufficient, without attending much to other 
authorities or traditions, however learned the one or 
venerable the other, by which to prove that the Lord 
never delegated to them any such special authority ; 
that the manner, place, or circumstances under which 
it was first instituted by Him in no way indicated 
such a limitation of it ; that the Passover feast, which 
He clearly intended this ordinance under the new 
dispensation to be the continuation of, was not so 
circumscribed ; and that for a considerable time after 
its institution the early Christians so understood and 
enjoyed it without either church or priest ; for it is 
written of them, that " they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from hotise 
to house^ did eat their meat with gladness and single- 
ness of heart" (Acts ii. 46). And again : "And upon 
the first day of the week, when the disciples came 
together to break bread, Paul preached unto them. 
. . . . And there were many lights in the upper 
chamber ^ where they were gathered together '* (Acts 
XX. 7, 8) ; all of which clearly indicates that in all 
places, and at any time, it was to be enjoyed, even 
"from house to house '^ or **in the upper cfiamber^^ 
wherever disciples of the Lord may meet for com- 
munion and the breaking of bread. 

If this be established, then it follows that the priest- 
hood, in their various denominations, have arrogated 
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to themselves an authority which was not committed 
to them by Christ, and it will be evident, much to 
the injury and deprivation of believers, the preven- 
tion of earnesc souls from fulfilling the divine com- 
mand, and to the cutting off of millions of their 
fellow-creatures from the comfort and enjoyment of 
that communion which it should be the desire of 
every Christian to encourage, but which they now 
limit, prescribe, and prevent by their inventions and 
hindrances. 

It is painful to contemplate how soon after the 
departure of our Lord His teaching and example was 
perverted, and how it has continued to be, in greater or 
lesser degree, in every age, and by every Church and 
sect. Unable to overcome the God-man, the great 
enemy of souls, foiled by Him at every point, baffled 
in every attack, and triumphantly overthrown, changes 
his tactics, and, throwing off the garb of open hos- 
tility, assumes that of acquiescence and enters the 
Church, there to use the very weapons of holiness 
against righteousness itself. Having tempted men to 
crucify Him, and finding that from His death has 
arisen a new life, he propounds a scheme by which to 
induce the creature to put himself in the place of the 
Creator — ^the servant in the place of the Master — know- 
ing that every barrier he could raise that should prevent 
direct access to Him who said, " Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest," would weaken His power over the affections of 
men, and deprive them of that blessing and comfort 
of personal intercourse with Him which His life was 
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devoted to inspire, and all its teaching to inculcate ; 
and in nothing has he been more successfully aided 
than by the assumptions of the priesthood, and no- 
where with more deadly effect than in the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper. 

It must not, however, be supposed that this is an 
evil confined to any one Church, or only to such 
wherein by custom the person officiating is called a 
priest, for that definition is herein used throughout in 
its broader sense, and is intended to include and to 
apply to ministers of every denomination, by whatever 
title they may be known. It is not only in the 
Church of Rome that the functions of the priest have 
been abused, and the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, 
turned from its original character, for although per- 
haps religion may there be found under its deepest 
shadow, and in its lowest and most degraded state, 
still the mass is an open sacrament, although impos- 
sible without the priest. 

But a step higher in the religious institutions of the 
world is to be found the same assumption of sacer- 
dotal importance. The Anglican Church still clings 
to antiquated dogmas as opposed to the teaching of 
Christ as they are to the intelligence of man or 
science. Not content with the absurdity of conse- 
crating the elements, which can no more affect the 
living soul by faith receiving them than the conse- 
cration of their burial places can preserve from 
dissolution the dead body or alter the soul's eternal 
destiny, they would fain introduce into this simple 
ordinance, which had no other original design than 
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that of a commemorative feast, the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation, opposed as it is to common sense, 
utterly disproved by chemical analysis, and to effect 
which not only requires the aid of miraculous inter- 
vention — ^which, if exerted, leaves no evidence of its 
effect — but the miracle itself would have to be unique, 
previous miracles having been patent to the senses, 
whereas, the elements undergoing no discoverable 
change, this one would be neither evident nor dis- 
cernible. It is, therefore, nothing more or less than an 
invention to aggrandize the priestly office, presenting 
it to the communicants as possessing a sanctifying 
power for which there is no Scriptural authority or 
corroborative proof, and intended only further to 
invest and clothe the priest with a spiritual power and 
virtue equally unwarranted and undemonstratable, 
and which, alas ! in some instances he would be far 
less likely to possess than many of the laity, were 
such exceptional powers bestowed upon man at all, 
of which there is no evidence whatever. To the 
praise, however, of this Church it may be said that, if 
the beauty of her communion service be still dimmed 
by these remnants of superstition, it is as nearly as 
possible an open service, and in that respect she 
compares favourably with Nonconformists, who boast 
of greater liberty, but who utterly fail in this especial 
ordinance to evince it. 

There would, however, be no cause for astonishment 
if, in the Church of Rome, clouded by superstitions 
as are all her sacraments, or for surprise in the Church 
of England, trammelled as she is by her political con- 
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nection with the State, to find that the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper or any other means of grace had 
been made a channel whereby to elevate the priest- 
hood to an improper height above the laity, and of 
investing them with powers which have no Scriptural 
sanction, and, as a consequence, to find barriers raised 
in their interest to free access to the Lord's table ; but 
it is astonishing, and deeply to be deplored, that the 
greatest hindrances to the fulfilment of the Divine 
command, " Do this in remembrance of me," are not 
found in either of those Churches, but exist to a far 
greater extent, and to a more painful degree, in the 
great Nonconformist Churches, who, while boasting of 
their greater freedom in being free from the shackles of 
the State, who condemn the assumptions of the priest- 
hood in the Churches of Rome and England, and who 
fought the battle of the tests with them, have in their 
different communities established tests themselves as 
grievous, as unauthorized, and as pernicious as any 
that have ever existed in any Church since the com- 
mencement of the Christian era, by which they have 
so hedged in the table of the Lord that, while His 
invitation is universal, its acceptance is made impossi- 
ble or distasteful, excepting to a few who submit to an 
ordeal as painful and humiliating as it is ineffectual 
and presumptuous ; as inquisitorial and in appearance 
— at least to the world — as Pharisaical, as it is op- 
posed to the mind and teaching of Christ. 

In examining the hindrances by which Noncon- 
formist Churches obstruct the way to the Lord's table, 
it is no sufficient excuse that the motives that have 



12 Universal Communion, 

induced them are pure, for, if the effect be bad, the 
purity of the motive is no satisfaction. Neither is it 
sufficient that the customs may have in themselves 
designs somewhat different to that which they appear 
to present to others ; for, if the laws, customs, or 
niotives have an effect on those that are outside the 
circles that prescribe them which prevents the attain- 
ment of the object which should be desired and 
attained, they can neither be defended on the ground 
of their purity or internal excellence. Some of the 
most painful experiences of mankind have originated 
in the highest, though mistaken, motives ; the bloodiest 
wars of Christendom have been waged as a service to 
God, and the greatest cruelties have been practised in 
the sacred name of Christ, which, while many who 
took part in them had the strongest conviction of 
their righteousness, must have had the condemnation 
of the Almighty. 

Even so, whatever Churches or men advance as a 
justification for denying to their fellows rights — ^social, 
political, or religious — ^that they themselves enjoy, by 
exclusive laws that have not the sanction of the highest 
authority in each case to which humanity can appeal, 
or even where they have, if they are found to be in- 
jurious or unjust, they should not be upheld by honest 
men, for they cannot be of God ; and as there cannot 
be a shadow of doubt but that the laws of Noncon- 
formist Churches keep from the Lord's table a number 
far exceeding that of those admitted, while believing 
in the duty of obeying the divine command, they 
have confined its reception to a comparatively few. 
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it is incumbent upon them to examine the grounds 
upon which they do" it,"^ and, if neither justified by 
divine authority or Christian charity and love, to 
remedy the evil. And although the roots of this 
unfruitful sacerdotal tree have struck deeply into the 
soil of Congregational Church government, uproot it, 
and in its place put the diviner plant of Gospel 
liberty, beneath whose shade all men may sit in 
fellowship as brethren and as equals. 

The life, teaching, and example of our Lord dis- 
plays a spirit completely opposed to that evinced by 
Nonconformist Christians in the conditions they im- 
pose for the observance of this ordinance. He whom 
they believe to be present at His table has left the 
record of what He did on another occasion, and by 
whom He was surrounded as He sat at meat, when 
" He entered a ship, and passed over and came into 
His own city," which completely annihilates all argu- 
ments founded on the supposition that Christ would 
welcome none there but the very elect ; and, if His 
people believe that the Church is still His own city. 
His house, and the sacramental table is His table, and 
not theirs by exclusive right, let them repeat the 
testimony of the Apostle, "As Jesus sat at meat in 
the house, behold many publicans and sinners came 
and sat down with Him and His disciples." But, as 
they have put themselves rather in the position of the 
Pharisees who, when they saw it, said, " Why eateth 
your Master with publicans and sinners } " let them 
take to themselves and profit thereby the answer of 
the Master, " They that be whole need not a physician. 
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but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that 
meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice : for I am 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance ; " and in that light let them contemplate the 
spirit and intentions of their Saviour, not as One who 
invites men to one part of His service while they are 
sinners, and repels them from another because they 
are not saints, or as one who opens His arms to 
receive, but not wide enough to embrace any but those 
who have the stamp and impress of a righteousness 
that passes current only upon the judgment of men, 
but rather as One yearning to enclose within them the 
greatest sinners, who rejoices to see in such even the 
faintest desire to come to Him and take the cup of 
salvation, and who would with His boundless heart of 
love and pity go forth to meet and bring them in, that 
they might be seated with, and welcomed by, their 
brethren, and learn of Him, even as they have done 
themselves, under and by the influence alone of that 
Spirit by which they can cry, " Abba Father." 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE TESTS AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES. 

" Who art thou that judgest another matCB sefvantf in his 
own master he stnndeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 
up : for God is able to make him stand.'* — ROM. xiv. 4. 

"/>/ us noty therefore^ judge one another any more: but 
judge this rather ^ that no man put a stumbling-block or occa- 
sion to fall in his brother's wayP — ROM. xiv. 13. 

Under the assumption or pretext of guarding the 
Lord's table, the Nonconformist Churches have, 
without at least any direct or sufficient authority, 
introduced and enforced a system, if possible, more 
objectionable than that of the priestly domination 
they so condemn in other communities ; and nothing 
does it more become them to see to than the removal 
of the beam in their own eye, ere they declaim against 
the mote in their brothers', evident though it be ; and 
especially to consider whether their so-called guardian- 
ship of the table of the Lord has riot rather the effect 
of repelling earnest men from, than the prevention of 
the unworthy joining it, and whether they have by 
nature or by grace the necessary qualifications to 
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constitute themselves the judges of who is or who is 
not worthy of or entitled to a seat there. 

It is utterly insufficient to say that they judge 
according to the light they have, for that may be 
total darkness in such a solemn matter as that which 
pertains to the condition of a brother's soul before 
God. As there are no two leaves in the forest alike, 
no two faces in creation identical, neither is there, or 
perhaps ever has been, two souls whose experience has 
been the same, and in the vastness of eternal variety 
and judgment, there will be no two sinners whose 
pardon will be for exactly parallel sins. 

If it is " in his own master he standetli or falleth," if 
it is God alone who holdeth him up, what has man to 
say, who needs equally the same daily grace, that he 
should put the stumbling-block of Church laws, quali- 
fications, and discipline, in the way of his fellow man 
in any condition coming freely to any and every 
means of grace, of which the Lord's Supper is empha- 
tically one, and perhaps, from the appeal it makes to 
all that is most impressive in the natural heart of 
man, to his finest feelings and most earnest longings, 
may be the most powerful } Not to come to it 
until he is worthy to do so is, forsooth, to exclude all 
created beings ; if, therefore, none are worthy, and all 
are unworthy, who can measure with such nicety as 
to draw the dividing line but God } Certainly men 
must fail in the attempt. Nevertheless, they have 
taken upon themselves the grave responsibility of 
judges in a matter of internal righteousness, on which 
their judgment can only be founded on external, and 
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at the best but very doubtful, evidence. They have 
put a stumbling-block in their brother's way which 
effectually shuts him out from the table of his Lord 
by the adoption of pernicious rules and regulations of 
human creation, which have no higher sanction, and 
which makes the depth to which man can fall by sin 
no more awful to contemplate than is the tremendous 
height of presumption to which he will stretch in 
things that are invisible and beyond his power or 
authority, under the cover and name of Christianity. 

These Churches properly profess to stand upon the 
Word itself as their sole guide in faith, doctrine, and 
discipline ; yet, without a strange strain upon the mean- 
ing of words, and which they do in every conceivable 
manner, it is difficult to discover any divine authority 
for the systems they adopt toward applicants for 
communion, and they have themselves done more to 
prevent the observance of that ordinance, and more 
to repel the laity from active service and Christian fel- 
lowship by their exercise, than can be easily imagined. 

Each Nonconformist sect has its different shibboleth 
as to what constitutes the qualification for admission 
into Christian communion. They do not so much 
differ, if at all, as to the nature and character of that 
ordinance, nor very materially as to the necessary 
qualification ; but they all join in the one great error 
viz., that anything beyond the very simplest belief in 
Christ Jesus, and the conviction of their need of His 
salvation, is necessary at all ; and, further, that of the 
applicant's spiritual condition certain ministerial and 
official personages shall be constituted the sole judges, 

c 
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on whose report and opinion only, confirmed by the 
votes of the assembled members, may they be per- 
mitted to approach the table and accept this universal 
invitation. Thus fallible men, in all respects subject 
to like passions and weaknesses — and it is to be 
feared, sometimes actually inferior in sincerity and 
true piety to some they may be called upon to visit 
or to vote for — constitute themselves the judges of the 
hearts and consciences of their fellows, into the 
recesses of which they are utterly unable to penetrate, 
and which it is alone within the power and office of 
the Spirit of God to do. 

Nor does this unjustifiable and inquisitorial inter- 
ference with the consciences and convictions of men 
end here, but its exercise and consequences are most 
pernicious in the government of the Church itself, 
where it is made the foundation on which depends the 
Christian liberties and privileges of the whole com- 
munity, more than half of which are by this means 
excluded from and deprived of them. 

None, until they have subjected themselves to 
those ordeals and tests, and have by such means 
obtained admission to the communion, have any voice 
in the deliberations of the Church, nor can they vote 
in any matter connected with her government or 
interests, whether spiritual or secular ; but immedia- 
tely they have, or within a very short time afterwards, 
they can, without respect to age or sex, take part in 
her counsels and exercise their voting power on any 
and every matter that comes before them, from the 
admission of a member to the dismissal of a minister. 
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receiving the offerings of the whole community, but 
depriving all but themselves of any part, power, or 
direction in their use or disbursement, from the relief 
of the Lord's poor to the stipend of the minister or 
the building of a church ; and inexperienced youth 
may thus vote away the offerings and opinions of 
hoary-headed Christians. 

Unhappily, Churches, like other human institutions, 
have not yet attained to that perfection and purity 
which is able to exclude all lower motives and actions 
from their pale ; and it has not unfrequently been 
known that ministers, supported by one or more of 
their most influential deacons, have, at some critical 
times in the history of their Churches, by the admission 
of a number of young people to the fellowship of the 
Church, and thus obtaining their votes, so arranged 
matters as to be enabled to carry and afterwards 
enforce some objectionable measure, and even to 
maintain their own positions against the desires and 
convictions of the majority of the worshippers ; and by 
means such as these this divine institution has been 
used to an end worthy only of the questionable 
manoeuvres of an election committee, the more con- 
demnable because dealing with interests so much 
higher and more sacred, and with objects of such 
eternal importance. 

The late John Angel James — no mean authority on 
Church government as it now exists — ^writes, " More- 
over, it might happen also that a pastor, if the sole 
power of admission were vested in him, would be 
tempted in several contingencies to admit improper 

C 2 
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persons, either, for instance, to magnify his own impor- 
tance as a useful preacher, or to swell his party in a 
time of conflict with his people." These words would 
never have been written by such a man without due 
consideration, or in the absence of sufficient knowledge 
and information to justify them, and the experience 
of Churches will endorse and corroborate them. To 
prevent the' occurrence of such proceedings this writer, 
however, considered it a sufficient safeguard that visita- 
tions should, in addition to that of the jpastor, be 
undertaken by the officers ; but it is to be wondered at 
that his great experience did not lead him to Observe 
that in that addition there was but little protection, 
for the minister frequently — if he does not generally — 
appoints the visitors, and he is seldom without a suffi- 
cient number of adherents, upon whose sympathies 
and personal attachment he could sufficiently rely, 
and whose influence could reduce this addition to no 
safeguard whatever. 

The effect, therefore, of those Church laws, which to 
observers outside of their fellowship appear to repre- 
sent their Christian brethren within it as possessing a 
higher Christianity, while their observation of their 
characters, and the use sometimes made of this privi- 
leged membership so very imperfectly demonstrates, 
has been, that educated men have very properly 
rejected them as an unauthorized interference with 
their liberty of conscience, unsupported as they arc 
either by divine command or invariably by the living 
testimony of those who enforce them, and have turned 
from it in disgust. In the unlettered and ignorant it 
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has fostered a spirit of doubt, which is but the natural 
effect on such minds, which only see in those who thus 
lay claim to exceptional privileges by virtue of greater 
excellencies, the common and inherent weaknesses of 
humanity ; while really anxious and sincere, though 
perhaps timid. Christian men and women, objecting to 
make, or shrinking from a disclosure to man of those 
emotions and experiences which they feel no difficulty 
or embarrassment in pouring into the ear of God 
Himself, and by which they obtain the internal evi- 
dence of acceptance with Him, have been perplexed 
and discouraged, and for a whole lifetime have de- 
prived themselves of the comfort of this ordinance 
rather than undergo its ordeals, and they have thus 
lost for a lifetime the help of the brotherhood of 
Christ, which is the penalty of objection to or neglect 
of these human laws of discipline. 

Heavy, therefore, is the responsibility of those 
Churches who believe that there is any blessing atten- 
dant on the faithful observance of the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper — any grace or spiritual strength 
promised, and to be obtained, by a loving obedience 
to the divine commands, and a close and sympathetic 
union of believers in Christ Jesus — ^who thus erect a 
barrier by which to prevent any who will coming to 
drink of the wine of the kingdom, or the water of life 
freely, and so unite themselves in true and unfettered 
fellowship. 

The great object of Christianity being to win the 
world to Christ — to draw all men to Him who has 
redeemed them — it is of primary importance that it be 
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convinced, for it is very censorious. Men outside the 
pale of Churches — and many that are within them, too 
— are quick enough to perceive the shortcomings of 
humanity, in whatever sphere they may exist, but they 
are especially prone to mark and ready to condemn 
them in professing Christians — far more so than they 
are justified sometimes in doing, or than a clearer 
perception of Christianity and the knowledge that 
Christian people have, and admit, of their own insuffi- 
ciency, would warrant How narrowly are the acts of 
public men scanned, and how fierce the light which is 
thrown upon them, from the throne downwards, by an 
observant and criticising people ; and no men feel this, 
or experience it, more than the followers of Christ, for 
on none is it more intensely directed, nor are any more 
ready to admit their own imperfections, or to acknow- 
ledge their shortcomings. If St. Paul could exclaim, 
" O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me .? " 
what was that but an expression of the feeling of 
thousands of good men who have succeeded him, and 
are still only able to take refuge in the same faith 
that through Christ Jesus alone they can dp all things } 
But the world, judging from externals, only takes 
into consideration and forms its opinion upon the 
pretensions that are put forth to the extent in which 
they present themselves, and are evident to it, and 
prove their credentials for acceptance, utterly oblivious 
as to the sincerity of motive, or humility of disposi- 
tion, that may actuate or exist in those who present 
them. To such observers the man who undertakes to 
judge of the spiritual condition of his fellows, and to 
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limit their right to an equal participation in their 
Christian privileges, should not only be pure and per- 
fect himself, but they must be able to discern it, ere 
they will endorse his pretensions to be their judge, or 
his authority to deny them a share in any of the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel, to which they have an equal 
right ; and communities who thus exclude from their 
communion those who do not come up to the standard 
that they have set up, contrary to divine command, 
precept, or example, or who do not in their opinion 
possess those exceptional and necessary virtues in a 
high degree, of which they constitute themselves the 
judges, must satisfy them unmistakably that they are 
blameless, if not absolutely perfect, themselves. But 
who is equal to these things ? 

Thus the divisions and strife in Churches, impos- 
sible though it be to avoid them, even natural as it is 
to expect them, and in some cases the unsympathetic 
and overbearing disposition and occasional unfaithful- 
ness of some of their members, are eagerly seized 
upon, and judgment passed on the people of God, 
to the injury of Christianity, rather from the faults of 
the few than the virtues of the many, and men reject 
the whole because of the imperfection in its parts ; but 
they arrive at one sound conclusion notwithstanding, 
which is, that no man, unless himself infallible, has any 
right to exclude any other human being, however 
fallible, from the table of their common Lord, or 
from any of the ordinances of the Gospel, or to sit 
in judgment upon their spiritual condition. 

The laws and systems of Independent Congrega- 
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tional Churches being more particularly considered in 
these pages, and to which body they are most directly 
addressed, it is scarcely necessary to dwell much upon 
those of other Nonconformist bodies, though it may 
be desirable to observe briefly the evidence of the 
same exclusive spirit which exists generally among 
them on this important matter. 

To the Baptist, strictly speaking, water is the sign 
manual that passes the Christian believer to the table 
of the Lord, and immersion the necessity. In this 
denomination, however, there is a considerable latitude 
given to its members under the different shades of 
opinion into which it has developed, in some of which 
the communion is much more open than it is in others; 
still, to the Strict Baptist, adult immersion is the 
proper means to this end. It is unnecessary to enter 
into any controversy as to the soundness or other- 
wise of the views they entertain on the subject of 
baptism itself, respect for their convictions being 
incumbent on those who differ from them. But it 
may not be out of place to put the question, What 
relation has baptism, either infant or adult, to the 
Lord's Supper.? The two ordinances are perfectly 
distinct, both in the time of their institution and — 
where it is infant baptism — in the time of their recep- 
tion, and they are entirely different in their symbolic 
meaning, neither did Christ when instituting the one 
in any way ally them or make either dependent upon 
the other ; so that, while it is clearly the duty of the 
Christian minister to enjoin the duty of baptisni, 
in one kind or other, as one of the ordinances of 
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religion, its non-observance or neglect gives him no 
authority, neither does Scripture contain any, to 
refuse the sacramental emblems in consequence. 

The Wesleyans follow in yet another path the same 
spirit, which seems to say, " Stand thee aside, for I am 
holier than thou ; " and in this community, before the 
sinner can approach his Saviour on the same level as 
those who constitute themselves the censors of the 
Holy Spirit's work in his heart, he must undergo an 
ordeal both repugnant and degrading to the finest 
susceptibilities of his nature, and even pass through 
a great temptation to insincerity. He will be ex- 
pected distinctly to point to some moment in his life, 
or some circumstance connected with it, that entirely 
revolutionized and overturned his whole nature, and 
altered the current of his every thought and feeling, 
and which is described as the "new birth ;" and such a 
crisis, capable of recognition in the life of every man, 
they believe to be essential to salvation. Yet it could 
hardly be presumptuous to affirm that millions of sin- 
cere and devout Christians have never been cognizant 
of, or had any tangible proof of such an occurrence, 
or that in millions more there has never existed the 
primary necessity for it, but who have, like Timothy, 
grown up in the faith from their youth. However, 
after some such conviction assumes the form or 
appearance of a reality in his mind — doubtless fre- 
quently more fancied than real — he will be expected 
to attend certain meetings where he will be invited 
and expected to detail his spiritual experience, not to 
a confessor, as in the Church of Rome, but ten thou- 
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sand times worse, to a class meeting — before a mixed 
audience of men, women, and very young persons, 
none of whom are perhaps more earnest or more 
truly the subjects of divine grace, and certainly to 
none of whom could it be a means of advancing their 
own or his personal perfection, or acceptance with God. 

Imagine an aged man suddenly brought to a know 
ledge of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus having to 
undergo such an ordeal. Contemplate the palpitation 
of a young and delicately susceptible girl, too timid 
even to breathe her convictions and aspirations into 
the maternal bosom, though habitually accustomed to 
do so to the Lord Himself, having to lay bare every 
secret emotion of her inmost soul to a mixed assem- 
bly like that ! And for what } That she may be 
permitted to enter upon a period of probation, pre- 
paratory to her admission to what should be the 
open table of the Lord, not for the satisfaction of 
Christ their Head, who neither makes such a demand 
on her Himself, nor has He commanded or commis- 
sioned any others to do it for Him, but for satiating 
the egotism of those who have thus presumptuously 
usurped His place ; and, when the puny judgment of 
those poor fallible creatures is satisfied, who have had 
perhaps fifty times more sins pardoned themselves 
than she has even to atone for, and are not less likely 
to commit as many daily as herself, she may take her 
place at that table at which no man ever yet sat but 
One who was not a sinner. 

Having but briefly glanced at some of the qualifying 
requirements of two of the largest Dissenting bodies. 
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we arrive at the third, and that the one that enlists 
the deepest interest of these pages, and which is not 
less important as to numbers, influence, zeal, or wealth ; 
and it will be seen that in the Independent Congre- 
gational Church the same unholy plant of human 
judgment grows like a tare to choke the wheat, similar 
self-made laws of man are enforced to keep the grace 
of God in earthen vessels, the same intolerant spirit 
exists as in other priesthoods, and the same stumbling- 
block is laid across the Christian's path. 

In this Church the applicant for communion is com- 
pelled by her law — ^a law neither given from Sinai nor 
Calvary, but the invention of a much later and com- 
paratively recent age — to give notice to the minister 
of a desire to partake of the Lord's Supper, and there- 
by become a member of the Church. It is not only 
possible to believe, but it is an indubitable fact, that 
multitudes of Christian men and women have been 
living members of the body of Christ long before they 
have by these means become members of the visible 
Church ; and hosts have joined the assembly of the 
Church above who have never submitted to these 
means of entering into the Church below ; and the 
questions now put to those Churches are. What right 
they have, as self-constituted judges, to deny to any 
man, woman, or child the emblems of the Saviour's 
dying love ? Whence their authority to raise any 
barrier to prevent full, free, unqualified, and universal 
access to that table which, by its designation, they 
confess is not theirs, but the Lord's? With what 
special robe of righteousness are they clothed, and by 
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what means have they obtained such special and 
peculiar sanctification, by which they arrogate to 
themselves such a monopoly of grace and power which 
authorizes them to say, either in effect or practice — 
when the Master says, " Do this in remembrance of 
me," while " the Spirit and the bride say. Come : and 
let all who will come and drink of the water of life 
freely " — these things are not for you until we are satis- 
fied that the grace of God is in you ? Is it not enough 
that the Spirit of God implants in a man the desire to 
do in remembrance of Him that which He has com- 
manded ? and, even as no man can say that Jesus is 
the Lord but by the Holy Ghost, they ought to be- 
lieve, and in Christian charity to hope, that no man 
would desire or have any inclination to join in Chris- 
tian communion at the Lord's table unless under the 
influence and operation of the Spirit of God. 

It is not only possible, but it is undoubtedly within 
the knowledge of the Churches, that men and women 
have availed themselves of this sacred ordinance from 
unworthy motives, whose lives have not been examples 
of the doctrine they professed, to which they may 
have been tempted by these very laws ; but surely it 
is not sufficient, because such instances have occurred, 
do occur, or may occur again, or that some have even 
taken it to their own condemnation, that those whose 
sincere convictions and desires, or on whom the very 
faintest influence of the Holy Spirit is felt, should be 
excluded and debarred to satisfy merely the judgment 
or puritanical cravings of a few over-righteous men. 
If at its first institution there] sat a Judas, has the 



The Tests and their Consequences, 29 

Church of Christ any promise or reason to expect that 
she should be more perfect now or in ages to come 
then it was when the great Originator of this com- 
memorative feast was Himself present ? 

Having communicated to the minister a desire to 
join the membership or fellowship of the Church, 
which it is necessary to do ere the applicant is at 
liberty to present himself at the sacramental table, one 
or more of the officers are appointed to visit him, 
which is generally supplemented by the personal 
visitation of the pastor himself ; but, before even this 
stage in the proceedings has been reached or these 
visiting appointments have been made, his or her name 
has been brought before the Church meeting and pro- 
posed as candidates (a strange descriptive term to use 
in connection with free grace) for communion and 
membership, the object of which is to attempt to in- 
vestigate the spiritual condition of such persons, and, 
by the light of their own righteousness, and to guard 
privileges to which they have no exclusive right, to 
form an opinion as to their fitness to join the brethren 
at the Lord's table, and from an examination, which 
sometimes assumes a most puritanical character, to 
obtain from them such descriptions of their original 
condition in sin and first impressions, followed by the 
anguish of conviction, final decision, and ultimate 
peace — not unfrequently ascribed,[on giving in the tes- 
timony, to ministerial eloquence or faithfulness, and 
therefore highly acceptable to pastoral devotees — as 
shall enable them to present to the Church an interest- 
ing and anecdotal testimonial account, coloured in 
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every sentence and undulation of voice with the ap- 
pearance, at least — if happily it should never exist in 
fact — of a Pharisaic righteousness. 

Painful though it be — and especially so to one who 
has held high office in this Church, and upon whom 
the experimental exercise of the functions thus devol- 
ving upon her officers has produced this conviction of 
their evil tendency — it is a duty from which it would 
be wrong to shrink, not only to examine into the 
nature and effect of this visitation, but to follow it 
into the Church itself, and see the use there made of 
it, and the consequences of this official and officious 
scrutiny into the hearts of men ; and with the know- 
ledge possessed by applicants that all the information 
that has been obtained from them will be laid bare 
before a mixed audience too often and too largely 
composed of women and young people (from reasons 
that will be dealt with hereafter), the question may 
perhaps fairly arise. Can the Churches wonder — need 
they feel surprise — that the Lord's table is neglected 
by multitudes, and that thousands are not multiplied 
into millions who accept the Gospel invitation ? 

It is a subject so important that it should be probed 
to the very bottom, for it is the cancer in the 
Nonconformist body, and here it is that the knife is 
needed. It is the great cause that the ranks of Non- 
conformity are not much more largely recruited from 
the disaffected in the Church of England, numbers of 
whom visit these Churches, admire the zeal and 
brotherly feeling which animates them, appreciate the 
power and faithfulness of their ministry and the earnest^ 
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ness of their services, but, when they inquire into the 
nature of their membership, and acquaint themselves 
with the ordeal through which they must of necessity 
pass ere they could join their communion, they are 
dismayed, and return to a Church in which they 
acknowledge that they neither experience the blessing 
of true life in Christ nor derive satisfaction to their 
souls, rather than undergo it. 

It has also a not less important political bearing, 
which appears to be too much lost sight of, but which 
must inevitably affect greatly the future of Indepen- 
dent Churches. Whenever the day comes — and there 
is every indication that it cannot be far distant — ^when 
the State Church shall throw off her chains and take 
her position among the free Churches of the land, one 
of two things must unquestionably occur — either these 
laws will drive large numbers of Dissenters into her 
arms, or they must be abolished, if the desire exists 
to induce as many to come into the fold of the Inde- 
pendent Churches ; and it would be well at such a 
juncture as the present, while so much disaffection 
exists at the Ritualistic tendency to Romanism in the 
Anglican Church, if it were speedily accomplished. 

This ministerial and diaconal visitation is to a great 
number of Christians a most distressing and painful 
ordeal, especially to young converts — perhaps more 
from their imagination of what it may be, than from 
what it actually is ; for, to the praise of many more 
enlightened men, much unnecessary and unprofitable 
questioning and criticism has been abandoned on 
those occasions. Still, to the applicant, its nature 
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and the delicacy of the subject causes great uneasi- 
ness, while the persons, and their characteristics, by 
whom it is to be conducted, is a matter of uncertainty, 
rendering it in the great majority of cases a period of 
anxious suspense, fear, and trembling ; and it thereby 
erects a barrier to free access to Him whose whole 
teaching is one of invitation, and in whose words, 
" Forbid them not," lies His rebuke on all such 
hindrances as these. 

And further, every parabolic example of Christ, all 
apostolic teaching and Christian experience, demon- 
strates that, in proportion to the depth of conviction 
and humility attained by a child of Christ truly under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, will these feelings be 
intensified ; and their non-existence in an applicant 
would be the strongest evidence of insincerity, and 
the greatest proof of their want of the qualifications 
necessary to come up to the standard of fitness which 
the Church thus assumes they should reach ere they 
ought to have a place at the Lord's table, but the very 
definition of which is an unwarrantable arrogation of 
judgment, which belongs only to the Judge of all. 

Neither is it only the visitation itself that is a matter 
of anxiety to the would-be communicant, but the 
knowledge of the use that will be made of the matter 
thus derived from his interrogation, and the manner 
of its communication to the assembled Church, that 
has a deterrent effect upon many who yearn to obey 
this divine command — ^and on men of most undoubted 
piety of life, too — which brings the investigation of this 
important subject into the Church itself. 
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No man, remembering who were the founders and 
first disciples of the Christian reh'gion, can despise 
even the most illiterate believer in the Lord Jesus ; 
but it should also be borne in mind that they 
were under a very special and exceptional power and 
teaching, and that it by no means follows, because 
they were chosen from among men of no great literary 
attainments or education, it is necessary, politic, or 
even profitable to place in such hands, throughout all 
ages and under totally different conditions of society, 
the delicate — and ofttimes to such almost impossible 
— ^task of laying before large assemblies subjects of so 
high an order, and of so tender a nature, as the spiri- 
tual condition and experience of others ; nor need it 
be a matter of surprise that many should feel great 
repugnance in entrusting such testimonies to such per- 
sons, however sincere and estimable their Christian 
characters may otherwise be ; but while the present 
system of examination, and the communication of its 
substance by the testimony of men to the Church con- 
tinues to exist, it is manifestly impossible, without 
giving offence and wounding susceptibilities, to pre- 
vent such difficulties occurring. 

It is not to be questioned or denied that those on 
whom devolves this duty are actuated by the purest 
motives, a deep sense of duty, and that they entertain a 
full belief that they are doing a necessary work for the 
Lord ; but that is the subject to be examined, and the 
questions put here and to them are — Is it a necessary 
work ? Is it a service having the authority of, or 
warranted by, divine command, precept, or example ; 
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or is it not rather an invention of men that frustrates 
the divine command, " Do this in remembrance of me/* 
and is contrary to the spirit and teaching of Christ 
Himself? And this is an important matter to be 
clear upon, for St. Paul says, " Let a man examine 
himself ^ and so let him eat of that bread and drink of 
that cup," which seems to convey a very different 
meaning to the rule of the Churches, which, if altered 
into such language as would be necessary to support 
their doctrine on this subject, would perhaps read, 
" Let a man be examined by tis^ and let us and our 
fellowship sit in public judgment on the testimony 
derived from otir private examination, and if satisfac- 
tory to tiSf then, but not until then, let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup ; " but as the Apostle did 
not so put it, but rather left them and their judgment 
out altogether, it may not be out of place to suggest 
that what satisfied the great Apostle of the Gentiles 
should be sufficient for them. 

If it could be proved that this law of the Church 
had the effect of leading or drawing men to Christ, 
even though there is no express direction as to this 
method, it might, in the absence of any contrary com- 
mand, be allowed to stand upon its merits {if it had 
any), and be its own justification ; but if, on the con- 
trary, it prevents or discourages earnest and seeking 
men, even though they be but weak in faith or mere 
babes in understanding, from coming to His table 
and allying themselves with His people, let the whole 
system be swept away and rent asunder as another 
veil to the Temple. 
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This law of the Church is not only a painful ordeal 
and hindrance to many who would, were it not for its 
existence, gladly obey the Lord's command and join 
their brethren in active service, but it imposes a duty 
not much less so on many of those good and faithful 
men on whom it devolves to make those visitations ; 
for if their hearts be tenderly sympathetic, it is impos- 
sible for them to see the downcast head or listen to 
the faltering language of the young or nervously 
timid without pain, even when the power of expres- 
sion remains, which it frequently does not ; nor should 
they be able to hear the experience of maturer years 
or the expressions of a ripened faith Without feeling 
the consciousness that they are scarcely ifi the right 
place, and that they might have learned from them 
some lessons in spiritual excellence rather than exer- 
cise their judgment upon their claims to participation 
in Christian communion and fellowship ; while in 
opposite cases, in which there may appear some rea^ 
son for doubting their sincerity, or the absence of an 
intelligent appreciation of the nature and duties of 
Christian fellowship, as laid down by the Churches, 
they are placed in a position from which all who know 
the Gospel should shrink, viz., that of sitting in judg- 
ment on a brother, the adverse effect of which is to 
deny to him the cup of salvation. 

The professed object of the Churches, and doubtless 
the end they sincerely desire to effect, is to guard the 
table of the Lord, and through it the fellowship of the 
Church, from the entrance of unworthy men ; but this 
it does not accomplish — cannot — and never will by 
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such means, for it is as much beyond the power of 
man as this assumed power of guardianship is beyond 
his prerogative, and as far above his capacity and 
judgment as it is below every sentiment of Christian 
liberty and charity ; for surely of this it cannot be 
said, " Charity hopeth all things," while to prevent by 
any such laws any man, woman, or child, in whom 
there exists the desire to take part in that ordinance 
is to rob them of their birthright, and to do their best 
to quench the smoking flax. 

The invitation, " Drink ye all of it," was not con- 
fined to those who heard it, or it might have ended 
with them, but was intended for all men in that and 
every succeeding age, till He whose invitation it is 
comes again ; and every man, woman, or child who 
believes that Christ Jesus was the Son of God and 
the Redeemer of the world, and who from the heart 
can reply to the question, " Believest thou me ? *' 
" Yea, Lord, I believe ; help Thou my unbelief," has a 
royal title to take that cup in remembrance of Him 
without any interference or authority of man any- 
where, at any time, in any circle of believers, in soli- 
tude, or with the great assembly of the Church. . 

. But if the object aimed at be not attained by these 
means, the vain effect of attempting it is deplorable, 
for instead of inducing men to accept the invitation, 
they repel them from its acceptance, which is too 
evident from the disparity between the numbers of 
the congregations and the communicants, and that 
between the male and female members, and more: so 
where this law of exclusion has the effect of engender- 
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ing the spirit of criticism, which all such distinctive 
legislation always does, while it also presents the 
ordinance itself in a false light, making it appear to 
be the end and consummation of Christianity instead 
of its first-fruits, which it should be ; the goal, instead 
of its starting point ; the marriage feast in the wedding 
garment, instead of the passover, with the staff in 
hand, which it is and ever will be. 

An examination into the great majority of Church 
rolls will prove that the number of female members 
is greatly in excess of males, far more so than can be 
explained or justified by the natural numerical differ- 
ence between the sexes, and although there may be 
exceptions, the males are, as a rule, very inadequately 
represented at the Lord's table in most Churches, and 
equally so in active service ; nor is it difficult to 
account for, or to trace the cause of it to this law of 
membership. The tender heart of woman is very 
impressive and loving, easily persuaded, naturally 
confiding, and especially open to such sympathetic 
claims as are presented in the life, love, sufferings, 
and death of the Redeemer. This is well known, 
and taken great advantage of by the priests of the 
Romish and Ritualistic Churches, and equally evident 
to all who have any knowledge of their action in 
Catholic countries, and now, alas! in England also, 
where their influence is especially directed to women, 
to whose softer natures and more pliable and reliant 
dispositions they find a ready access, and they take 
advantage of their fine susceptibilities and mould 
them to their purposes, of which the revival of thq 



38 Universal Communion, 

confessional in this country and priestly absolution is 
a proof. 

But there is a higher evidence of the difference 
between the impulsive faith of woman and the reason- 
ing faculty of man, and a brighter example of how 
best to deal with them. How different in kind was 
the faith of Mary from that of Thomas, and' how 
differently did the Lord Jesus deal with it ; they both 
loved Him, yet to her He had only to speak one word, 
but him he had to convince; nor did He disdain to do 
it. He had but to look on her and say " Mary " to 
obtain the instant response "Rabboni," or Master, 
without a shadow of doubt, hesitation, or fear ; not so 
with Thomas, for He had to say to him, " Reiach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and reach 
hither thy hand and thrust it into my side : and be 
not faithless, but believing," giving him even the 
double testimony he had previously demanded as the 
price of his belief ; and then, and not until then, did 
he exclaim, "My Lord and my God." In the one 
the heart accepted the truth unquestioning ; but in 
,the other the head had also to be satisfied ; and so it 
is to-day, and will continue to be to the end of time ; 
and so it is that men generally utterly and properly 
disbelieve in laws that place the censorship of their 
consciences in the hands of others, and they are 
justified in repudiating them until they are convinced 
of their authority, and the Gospel gives no such. 

In this difference in the constitution of the sexes, 
which at first sight may appear to place either the 
one or the other at a disadvantage, according to the 
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bias of different minds on the subject of faith, should 
be seen rather a demonstration of the wisdom of God, 
and His foreknowledge of the influences that would, 
in these latter days, be exerted in His Church by the 
insidious craft of a debased priesthood, and who, as 
a counterpoise to the simple unquestioning faith of 
woman, created in man those stronger reasoning 
faculties by which the liberties of the Gospel have 
been upheld and preserved, and by which the light 
of Protestantism has arisen out of the gloom and 
darkness of superstition. 

Failing, therefore, to satisfy their reason, these 
sacramental laws are rejected, and they are thereby 
prevented from accepting the invitation or of obeying 
the commands, for, notwithstanding the fact that 
Christianity is undoubtedly and essentially a thing of 
the heart, the head, and most especially in males, must 
be made a means of access to it ; the one must be satis- 
fied ere the other will be possessed, and the influence 
of man upon woman renders it no unimportant matter 
even in religion that their sympathies be secured. 

While, therefore, laws exist in the Church that do 
not commend themselves to the judgment of men, 
this disparity between the sexes in the fellowship, at 
the communion table, and in active work for the salva- 
tion of the world, will continue, weakening the cause 
of Christ, not only by restraining men themselves, but 
by the effect which their example has and must ever 
have in some degree, upon those who, by the ties of 
nature, look up to them, and by which they must 
always be much influenced, which influence is not 
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only natural, but strictly Scriptural. It is, therefore, 
the clearest and most imperative duty of the Church 
of Christ to direct and spiritualize it, not by vexatious 
tests and ordeals, such as those under consideration, 
which are dissuasive, but by the removal of every 
obstacle to Christian life and service., and by an open, 
generous, free, unfettered, persuasive invitation and 
welcome to all the thirsting sons of man to come, and 
drink of the water of life as freely as ye have received 
It, and especially to eat of that bread and drink of 
that cup in the same equality of right as must ever 
be the equality of need which caused the Lord of 
Glory to shed the blood of which it is the emblem, 
and which was given for all men, even the vilest. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE CHURCH AND HER FELLOWSHIP. 

" The woman saith unto Him .... Our fathers worshipped 
in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place 
where men ought to worship, Jesus saith unto her^ Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor 
yet at Jerusalem^worship the Father. .... But the hour cofneth, 
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth : for the Father seeketh such to worship 
/T/w."— John iv. 19, 20, 21, 23. 

If the system of examination previous to admission 
to the Lord's table is unwarranted by direct 
Scriptural authority ; if it has the effect of limiting 
the number of those who would otherwise accept the 
invitation, and are anxious to obey the command ; if 
there is no sufficient evidence that it is to be observed 
in the Church, and only there ; if there is neither 
apostolic example nor divine command to prove that 
it can only be enjoyed under the auspices of a minis- 
tering priest ; if there are no special injunctions, as to 
time or times, seldom or often, days, places, or per- 
sons ; or if the whole of these forms and customs at 
present enforced are merely the inventions of men, or 
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are founded on the prescriptions of an early age to 
prevent or correct the abuse of an unintelligent ob- 
servance of this ordinance, the need for which has 
long since passed away, then at once and for ever 
remove the obstruction, and let the invitations from the 
pulpit be as free and universal as is that of the Gospel ; 
and not only in every Church, but in every home, or 
wherever Christians choose to meet with such intent 
and purpose, let there be a Lord's table, around 
which all may gather who confess the Lord Jesus, 
and to which every inmate shall be invited. 

Let it no longer be that the Church should stand 
between the Christian believer and his Saviour ; but 
let her at once see to the removal of this stumbling- 
block, for it IS contrary to the very essence of Christ's 
teaching; and by thus doing, further fulfil His predic- 
tion in this act of worship also, "neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, but wherever true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth." If what has been already advanced has not 
been sufficient to condemn this practice of examina- 
tion, or to convince thoughtful minds that it has a 
most pernicious influence on men by causing than to 
neglect a manifest duty, perhaps its final stages, and 
the use made of the matter thus obtained in the 
assembled Church, may strengthen conviction. 

If the words'of our Lord have any clear meaning, it 
is that the spirit only can worship God. If our ideas 
of the nature of a spirit are consistent, it is equally 
clear that it cannot be confined to temples built with 
hands, and that the only true temple of man's spirit 
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while on earth is his body, in which, by the indwelling 
of the essence of the living God, it becomes the temple 
of the Holy Ghost, and wherever that body is, there 
IS the spirit of that man, and from that temple he can 
worship the Father, at all times and by every act of 
Worship which He has ordained, without any human 
intervention, control, or assistance whatever. But the 
spirit of man, or rather of God, that is within him, is 
not always even confined to his human frame ; it goes 
out from it, soars high above and far beyond it, spans 
the very universe, and by the Holy Spirit's aid 
ascends to heaven itself, and there seeks and finds 
communion with its essence, the very Spirit of God, 
and in this no human being can assist him, yet it 
never leaves its earthly tabernacle until that is dis- 
solved, when it ireturns to Him who gave it. It came 
out from Him, and its returning flight must be to 
Him, for it has no other congenial sphere. 

Yet Christians who admit all this still act as though 
God were altogether such an one as they are ; they 
must still have their Jerusalems in which only they 
feel that men must worship, or at all events in certain 
acts of it ; it would appear that they must still have 
their Scribes and Pharisees, from whom they must take 
their law, and their ministering priests to help them 
to obey it, and they are ever trying to invent some 
other means of worshipping the Father than by the 
spirit, or supplemental to it, and always by which 
man is to become an important agent. Christ's teach- 
ing is opposed to all this, or there is no meaning to be 
attached to His plainest words. Wherever the spirit 
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(not the body) of man shall worship the Father in 
truth, that is Jerusalem, that is the church and sanc- 
tuary, that is the only necessary priesthood, and that 
is the Gospel which applies as fully to the partaking 
of the Lord's Supper as to any and every other act 
of worship or means of grace. 

It is a fact to which the whole human family of 
Christians may plead guilty, that of all names that of 
Christ is the least heard in the daily life and conver- 
sation of men ; but does this fact imply guilt, as some 
are disposed to think ? or may there not be hidden 
beneath this reticence some of the most delicate sus- 
ceptibilities of the heart, a humility of the greatest 
tenderness, with the strongest conviction of personal 
unworthiness, which, if not a justification, may at least 
be some explanation of what must otherwise appear 
to be inexplicable and almost inexcusable. 

A monarch whose reign has been signalized by 
great military or administrative glory, fills the pages 
of history, and his very theories are handed down to 
posterity as finger-posts for future guidance. The 
name of a great general or politician hangs for ages on 
the lips of his countrymen, whose hearts swell with 
national pride as they recount his achievements or 
boast of his victories. The poet, by whose wondrous 
fancies human nature has been depicted in its virtues 
or its vices, becomes an idol of the nations. The 
praises of the philanthropist resound through all conti* 
nents and enlist men's admiration for ages after he 
has passed away. Monuments to perpetuate the 
memory of kings, princes, warriors, politicians, poets, 
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philanthropists, men of science, and men of letters, 
present themselves in every city and meet us at every 
turn, and men talk of them, boast of them, glory in 
them, and dilate upon their merits with an enthusiasm 
which seems to borrow a lustre from their glories, and 
yet the greatest Name given under heaven among 
men, the concentration of every virtue, and the very 
essence of everything that is noble, pure, and beauti- 
ful, is but seldom made a theme of conversation 
beyond the Church. To Him no monuments are 
raised beyond those graven on the Christian's heart, 
which are to Him the noblest ; and His name when 
heard in daily life is only with bated breath, though 
the spirit itself is both willing and anxious to speak 
His praise ; and, were there not some deeper feeling 
than appears on the surface, such reticence would 
indicate that it was one of which men were ashamed. 

How then is this ? and how far is it true ? That 
men do not speak of the Lord Jesus as they do of 
other men is true, but that it arises from a feeling of 
shame is not an equal truth, but rather from a higher 
appreciation of His holiness, a deeper reverence for 
His majesty, and a feeling that the name is too sacred 
to be protruded uninvited or unwanted, where or 
when it might be both unwelcome, unreverenced, and 
unprofitable. That the vast majority of men in Chris- 
tian countries are not ashamed of the Lord Jesus is 
an equal fact and a blessed truth. That those who 
know Him savingly as " the Chiefest of ten thousand 
and the altogether lovely," are neither ashamed to con- 
fess Him, speak of Him, or rejoice in their knowledge 
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and experience of His grace scarcely needs demon- 
stration, and to such there is no theme upon which 
they can enter so sweet or welcome. Even those who 
only know Him historically, and who have only 
comprehended His human character in its transcen- 
dent beauty and virtue, acknowledge and admire its 
spotless purity. His sublime and incomparable fidelity 
to the truths He promulgated, and the heroic grandeur 
of a devotion which sealed with His own blood the 
testimony He bore of His mission. 

It cannot be, then, from any feeling of shame, which 
would be more misplaced towards Him than any other 
name, that Christ is not more openly and frequently 
the subject of conversation among men, for to the 
first of these two classes such a feeling would be 
impossible, and to the second most unreasonable. 
Why then is it } and is there nothing else akin to it 
which explains it ? There is something in what 
Solomon says to account for it, but not enough : " To 
everything there is a season, and a time to every pur- 
pose under heaven." There is perhaps more in the 
language of the Psalmist : " The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fear Him," for it is to this secret, 
hidden, and inexplicable evidence, this internal spiri- 
tual secretiveness of worship, that we must look for an 
explanation — this indefinable testimony of the Spirit 
with the spirit only, which, while it illustrates the 
words of the Master, "God is a Spirit and must be 
worshipped in spirit,*' goes far to explain the apparent 
delicacy with which men speak of spiritual things in 
the ordinary conversation of the world, and to account 
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for the dislike men have generally of any human 
interference with those invisible things of the spirit in 
their own natures ; and it is not, therefore, because 
Christ occupies a lower, but because He stands on a 
far higher plane in their estimation, that they shrink 
from an irreverent or a too familiar use of a name to 
them so holy. 

For as the Eolian harp yields no music to the rude 
touch of man's fingers, the sweet and plaintive notes 
of which are only produced and borne upwards and 
onwards by the breath of heaven, so is it that there ^ 
exist in the human heart chords so tender that they = 
can only reverberate to the Spirit of God. In such < 
there will inevitably exist a humility which, shrinking 
from the very appearance of self-righteousness, finds 
it impossible to descant on holy things in anungeniaL 
atmosphere, and those who blame it have to reach a 
deeper stratum in the human heart than they havej^t 
been able to fathom. 

The true relationship between God and man is 
essentially a spiritual one, for while the Christian 
acknowledges His beneficence in all temporal things, 
yet his inmost soul's adoration and communion with 
Him must be absolutely that of the spirit, and all 
beyond are mere accessories. Even the unconverted 
are ready to, and commonly do, ascribe to God those 
daily provisions of His providence which they enjoy, 
and by which they are surrounded ; but it is the work 
of the Spirit by which they are taught and made to 
feel their utter unworthiness of them, that it is of 
His mercy and love alone that they receive them. 
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i>either by natural or accidental causes, nor by 
meritorious service or exertion, and that such things 
are the least and not the most important of man's 
needs. 

No man would feel any difficulty in expressing to 
another that he was bodily thirsty, while he would 
feel a high degree of sensitiveness in communicating 
the thirst of his soul. Any man of ordinary feeling 
would give to his thirsting fellow a cup of cold water, 
but the difference with which it would be given under 
human sympathy alone, and the same cup under 
divine influence, "for my sake, in the name of a 
disciple," would be great indeed. In both cases there 
would be the common feeling of humanity, but in the 
last there would be the evidence of the indwelling of 
the very Spirit of Christ as well. The first of these 
motives would be discernible to the recipient ; but 
the other and higher would be unknown, unfelt, and 
unexpressed. 

Things essentially different in their nature cannot 
profitably be dealt with alike, and you cannot deal 
with the tender and hidden emotions of .the soul as 
you would with those pertaining to the body only. 
Man may converse with man on spiritual things and 
touch a sympathetic chord in each alike delightful, 
but the real communion of the soul must be with God, 
Spirit with spirit, from which alone can be derived the 
response that meets the deep and unseen needs of his 
spiritual nature, and the evidence of which within is 
unmistakable ; but how in language to explain it he 
knows not. 
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The custom of the Churches, therefore, to endeavour 
by examination to explore the secrets of the heart 
before they consent to administer the Lord's Supper, 
is an unauthorized interference with the work of the 
Holy Ghost on the spirit of man, and is an unfair 
criterion, as it can never be defined; sufficiently 
objectionable if it ended with the inquisitors, but when 
the matter of those communications is brought into 
the assembly of the Church, there to be laid bare and 
open to all listeners, and made an occasion for 
explanatory speeches, called testimony, which too 
often go beyond the persons themselves, and not 
unfrequently take the form of, and are made an 
occasion for ministerial adulation, it becomes an 
outrageous demand on the rights of conscience and 
the liberty of the Gospel, a Pharisaical assumption of 
spiritual superiority, and an unjustifiable interference 
between God and man, altogether opposed to the 
true spirit of Protestantism, the strength of which con- 
sists in the demolition of the power of the priest and 
his subordinates between the Creator and the creature, 
of which surely this is a remnant. 

Confession is made in the Church of Rome to a 
priest, and those confessions may be sincere and com- 
plete, but they are made under the seal of inviolable 
secrecy, under the most profound conviction that they 
are made to God, though through a human medium, and 
that of His appointment, or confession would be im- 
possible, for it is only on such grounds that it could- 
ever find acceptance with rational beings as a means of 
obtaining pardon and sanctification. It is true that in 
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this §ense nothing of the nature of confession is aimed 
at or desired, in the examinations of Nonconformists 
preparatory to admission to fellowship. But if thqr 
do not absolutely assume such a form they are too 
much akin to it, inasmuch as they are demands made 
and judgments formed by man on the secrets of the 
heart of his fellow-man, to which none have a right ; 
but where is the great difference, in one particular, 
between the Roman Catholic, to whom confession is 
necessary ere he ought to take part in the ma^s, and 
the CongregationaUst,who has to undergo an examina- 
tion into his spiritual condition ere he can sit at the 
Lord's table, excepting that it is not a thing to be 
repeated ? In both cases it is for man's satisfaction only, 
which in no way affects his real position before God. 

But in another respect they are even more objection- 
able than confession itself, which is made to one 
individual only, and never divulged, whereas applicants 
for communion in these Churches are subjected to 
visits from two or three persons at least, and their 
investigation is under no seal of secrecy, but with the 
avowed purpose of communicating them to the 
Church ; so that these most tender emotions, the 
deepest of all human feelings, and most sacred inspira- 
tions — ^so much so, that the heart itself can but faintly 
comprehend or express them, and none but the Spirit 
of God could intelligently and fully explain — are to 
be exposed and expatiated upon in a semi-public as- 
sembly ere the anxious seeker can be voted into the 
fellowship of his brethren in the same manner as he 
would be in a club or any other society, by a show of 
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hands, on the testimony of two or more of- his fellow- 
men, as. though it were possible that his fitness in the 
sight of Grod would in any way be .enhanced^ by such 
proceeding, or that He had delegated to any.; men 
any such powers,^ however blameless might be their 
own walk or holy their individual character. 

Unlike the confessional, it is not pardon that the 
applicant seeks in the sacrament, if he has a proper 
conception of it. Of that, he will have some sense or 
hope ere he will yearn to take part in the service 
which commemorates the sacrifice by which he feels 
or hopes he has obtained it; the Spirit must bear 
witness of his need with his spirit ere he will desire it ; 
and a 57earning must exist for more grace ere he would 
seek it as a means thereto; and he must and will have, 
more or less, an intelligent perception of its intent and 
purpose before any benefit to be derived from its ob- 
servation-will be apparent to him ; and when this is at- 
tained he possesses every qualification necessary for its 
observance, and no other man possesses an equal or 
any rightto prevent him in the sight of God, or to 
question him upon it 

Above and beyond his impressions of duty to the 
Lord, who died for him, and the necessity of pardon 
through Him, will arise the desire to make an outward 
manifestation of his belief and faith by joining in this 
act of consecration and service with Christian brethren, 
from an alliance with whom he also hopes for help 
and congeniality of companionship on his pilgrimage 
heavenward, and as flowing from it, under God's 
blessing, he anticipates more grace, strength, and 
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sanctification, from all enjoyment of which this prac- 
tice of the Church excludes all such who object to its 
laws, and by which they are unable to invite the less 
decided to take part in it ; whereas, were the Lord's 
table thrown open as it should be, that all who will 
may come, and the fellowship of the Church be so 
enlarged as to embrace the great body of the wor- 
shipping congregation, all the "weary and heavy 
laden," in the true spirit of the Master, instead of 
being confined to the presanctified few who now 
compose it, and who, in virtue of an assumed privilege 
having no holy foundation, are denying the cup to 
thousands as competent in His sight to take it as 
they are, though they do object to these means, and 
the inquisitorial process through which their human 
arrangements would compel them to pass, a new era 
would open in true Christian fellowship, and soon 
would be seen multitudes flocking as doves to the 
windows, who now can only look wistfully at the light 
and warmth within through the dim and flimsy par- 
tition that man has placed between them, but at which 
both their judgment and the finest susceptibilities of 
their nature rebels, and in which they are, alas ! too 
often fortified by the divisions which occur, and^the 
imperfections that exist in this exclusive circle and in 
those who compose it. 

If ever angels look down from heaven and behold 
the doings of men, surely they must often veil their 
faces as they listen to much of the testimony given at 
Church meetings. They who not only behold the Lord 
in His glory, but who have vividly before their maids 
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every scene of His human life ; who know that the 
same mind which was in Christ Jesus here still re- 
mains unaltered there ; that the same tender heart 
that beat in Bethany still throbs in heaven, and who 
once said of one who could only beat, on his 
breast and say, ** Lord, have mercy on me a sin- 
ner!" that he went down justified rather than the 
other, must look with amazement as they behold 
'* man dressed in a little brief authority" professing and 
presuming to guard His table, while virtually, by the 
hindrances they have put in the way, refusing the 
emblems of His broken body and the cup of His 
divine and universal love to their brethren, until they, 
poor, imperfect, and equally sinful creatures, are satis- 
fied that they are good enough to sit with them at the 
table of Him who ordained it with the words, " Drink 
ye all of it." Whether angels be or be not present 
on such occasions, it is certain to believers that the 
Lord of angels is, and it is equally sure that He is 
able to guard His own table without the unauthorized 
assistance of man. Of this there is the assurance of 
His promise to every company, though it be but of 
two or three that gather together in His name. 

Neither can it be supposed that He would have left 
no directions for such tests to be applied to His fol- 
lowers had He desired it or foreseen a necessity for 
them ; but from Him comes no such injunction, not 
even by implication, but, on the contrary, His teach- 
ing demonstrates that He would have the ninety-and- 
nine in the fold and only one outside, and even that 
poor bruised and needy one is to be sought after, and 
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even carried in ; but the action of the Churches by 
the maintenance of these laws reverses it, keeping the 
larger number out while the few only gain admission, 
and they only on the testimony of man, to which His 
invitation at its first institution was directly opposed. 

Listen, priests, ministers, deacons, elders, and all 
men, by whatever official designation you are known 
among men, and every creature for whom the pangs 
of Calvary were endured, to what the Master says : 
" This is my body which is given for you ; *' " This 
cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed 
for you; '* " Take eat ; " " Drink ye all of it ; " for it was 
shed for no small circle to be limited by man or 
Churches, nor, until the man be found for whom that 
blood was not shed, will one exist who has not a 
divine right, if he will, believing in Him as the great 
atoning sacrifice for sin, to drink of that cup which 
represents it. 

What, Peter ! he who would within a few hours 
deny his Lord with oaths and imprecations, and 
which He both foreknew and told him. Yes, take 
eat ; it was given for you, though I know you will 
deny me. And John the beloved, of whom it will 
soon be written, he followed Him afar off; yes, it 
is shed for you, and I know the weakness of the flesh ; 
and the others, among whom were His own kinsmen, 
of whom history will chronicle, for the wonder of 
future ages, that they all forsook Him and fled in the 
hour of His supreme need of the sympathy of His 
friends. Yes, " drink ye all of it,'* for although you 
will 2^11 be scattered I- can regather < you. It is freely 
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shed for all, and not for you only but for all others, 
in this and coming generations, who shall believe on 
me henceforth until I again come, even though many 
like you should be as weak and err as you all will, 
in a few short hours, ere darkness hangs' like a 
funereal pall over my crucified body on the cross. 

If, therefore, the Lord Himself, to whom the hearts 
of these men were as an open page, forbade them not, 
knowing that the power of His grace was sufficient to 
rdise up again all such who, through overwhelming 
temptation or weakness, might and would fall as they 
did, how presumptuous is it for man, subject to like 
temptations, to presume to guard the table of the 
Lord, and by such customs to preach their own 
superior righteousness, which, if as fiercely assailed, 
must as inevitably fail as did theirs, and as it may 
again in the very weakest or the strongest brother 
whom they essay to examine ere they admit him to 
communion with them at the table of their common 
Lord, by whose grace alone both examiner and ex- 
amined can stand against the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. If, therefore, there is any grace, any strength,, 
any blessing to be expected from obedience to the 
divine command ; any sympathy, help, or comfort to 
be derived from Christian fellowship, why thus narrow 
the approach to it, for " Who art thou that judgest ? '* 

It is only in these later ages and latter days, while 
both pulpit and platform are resounding with the 
liberty of the Gospel, that the necessity has been dis- 
covered for probing the secrets of the heart and pub- 
blishing them to an assembled Church, in direct opposi- 
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tion to all liberty of conscience. No such necessity 
appears to have presented itself to our Lord, His 
disciples, or to the early Christian Churches ; they all 
appear to have been too anxious that all men should 
know and love the Lord to put any such barriers in 
the way. There is the record of the first institution 
of deacons, whose duties were to see to the necessities 
of the poor of Christ's people, a primary and impor- 
tant duty which seems to be almost forgotten by 
them now ; but there is no record that it formed, 6r 
was hereafter to form, any part of their office to obtain 
privately and expose publicly an account of all the 
circumstances, emotions, doubts, fears, and confessions 
of the anxious and awakened heart seeking commu- 
nion with the brethren in Christ ere they be allowed 
to break the sacramental bread with them. 

There is nothing contained in the Gospel to sanction 
such an interference with its liberty, and far less to 
commend the fulsome diaconal language, sonorous 
tones, and official adornings with which these so-called 
testimonies are too often delivered and conversions 
attributed to ministerial power or other influences of 
a kindred nature. The Gospel gives no authority to 
drag from its sacred home the private history of an 
individual or of a family, and then to disclose it, often 
highly-coloured, to awaken the interest of a semi- 
public meeting, however ministers may distort passages 
to support the theory or to endorse their pretensions. 
It may be, for example, to describe the conversion of 
a mere child, whose parents being unconverted would 
be testimonially held up as subjects for pious horror 
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or as brands only fit for the burning, in order to nniake 
way for the expression of the hope that through the 
instrumentality of this youthful convert they might be 
brought to a knowledge of Christ, to the great praise 
and glory of some zealous Sunday-school teacher, or 
as stars to enrich the ministerial diadem. 

Or it might be the conversion of a wife that is 
dilated upon, from whom the information has been in- 
cidentally obtained that her husband was not a reli- 
gious man, which is in due course communicated to 
the Church, so that if ever that poor brother after- 
wards appears in the congregation he would be looked 
upon with a pious pity, as one of the unsaved, whereas 
if the bottom of the case had been reached, it might 
have been seen that, instead of the entire absence of 
all religious or spiritual influences, it was that his 
judgment condemned this very practice of the 
Churches, to which he very properly, though perhaps 
at the cost of his own happiness and deprivation of his 
sacred right, refused to submit ; that it was not from an 
unbelief in Christ, but a more justifiable unbelief in 
these self-made laws of men, and also failing to see 
any such superior sanctity in Church officers which 
would confer such powers or endorse their claim to in- 
terfere with the secret affairs of his conscience ; while 
his objection was fortified and justified by his know- 
ledge that they have neither the authority of Christ, 
the disciples, nor antiquity for preventing his free 
access to the table. 

In such a case and from this cause is frequently to 
be witnessed the painful and humiliating sight of a 
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husband withdrawing, leaving his wife to remain alone 
to the communion, possibly in very many cases in 
secret sorrow that he cannot take part in it with her, 
though the promptings and convictions of his heart 
and the labour of his hands have supplied the offering 
which she will make, according to custom thereat, for 
the necessities of the Lord's poor. Can it be believed 
that such an one would be less accepted of God than 
any of those who remain on the authority of men 
only ? And if so, why continue laws that forbid it ? 
unless it be, and which it is much to be feared, that 
this in common with some kindred systems of Church 
government, are but the levers to lift the people into 
pastoral arms, an equally objectionable thing either in 
pastor or priest, by which they are bowed down to 
ministerial or official authority, in all respects as 
deadening to vital Christianity, and as galling as is all 
other sacerdotal exaltation in other spheres. Of such 
objectors there are thousands, for whose salvation the 
Churches are responsible, and it is a heavy responsibi- 
lity, for they reject those whom the Lord invites, of 
whom He says, "Forbid them not," and who would 
come to it were they not thus prevented. 

To enumerate the variety of cases upon which this 
testimony is given would be unnecessary, and as 
unprofitable as is the testimony itself at all times ; it 
is sufficient, or should be, to know and to prove that its 
tendency is to keep men away from Christ rather than 
to draw them into a closer relationship with Him, and 
who can doubt it .^ 

It is beyond all controversy that under the exi$ting 
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laws of Nonconformist Churches none of the first 
disciples would have stood the slightest chance of 
being at this time admitted to their fellowship, were it 
possible for visiting officers to know how they were 
likely to fall ; or if they did gain admission from the 
absence of such supernatural insight, can it be doubted 
but that under their equally unjustifiable and un- 
Christ-like laws of discipline, they would without ex- 
ception have been suspended, if not ejected, from their 
communion ? It is possible that John might have 
passed the barrier, and even have escaped the con- 
demnation ; but what of poor Peter, and the testimony 
that would be given on his case ? A denier of his 
Lord, accompanied with oaths and imprecations — how 
could these so-called guardians of the table recom- 
mend him to the fellowship of the Church, or any of 
the others who in the supreme moment of His suffer- 
ings all forsook Him and fled ? who could hold up 
their hands to vote them into their communion? 
There is no body of deacons who would recommend, 
nor any Church in which these laws exist in the whole 
world, who would vote such into it ; and yet the Lord 
Himself, who knew all things, handed them the cup, 
saying, " Drink ye all of it" Are they holier than He 
or more perfect than they ? If not, on what authority 
do they exert the power to prevent such as He 
admitted, and by whom were they constituted the 
judges of who shall or who shall not have freedom to 
obey one of His plainest commands, and accept His 
most affectionate invitation and appeal to their loving- 
remembrance and gratitude foil JHis atonement ? - 



6o Universal Communion. 

It is equally certain and nniost natural to suppose 
that, had it been the mind of the Lord Jesus, or His 
intention or desire, that any such tests should be 
applied before this commemorative feast might be 
enjoyed. He would not have maintained a complete 
silence on so important a subject at its first institution, 
or have failed to leave such directions with His dis- 
ciples, and the fact that He did so is a sufficient and 
complete condemnation of them. 

If, therefore, these Churches under their existing laws 
could scarcely admit such as the first disciples, does 
it not assert a superior righteousness, if not a purer 
doctrine than even the Lord Himself and His dis- 
ciples exemplified ? for, although none of them would 
avow it, its effect is not less evident, and the impres- 
sion on the minds of others not less a claim to a higher 
holiness, for in the exercise of human judgment they 
appear to undertake the very functions of the Holy 
Spirit, who is alone the Searcher of all hearts, and in 
so doing they deny to thousands, directly or indi- 
rectly, whom He invites "without money and without 
price," all opportunity of joining in this sweet, im- 
pressive, and sacred service — of all others the most 
powerful in its appeal to the purest affections, grati- 
tude, and love of a fallen and redeemed creature 
— ^and that by inquisitorial laws, alike repulsive 
to man's finest feelings and His who said, "It is 
not every one who calls me, Lord, Lord, who 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven," to whom 
they must be an abomination; nor has He who 
would not quench the smoking flax, given His 
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authority to others to do it by any such means or 
priestly ordinances. 

The Lord says, *' Drink ye all of it ; " the Church 
says, " Drink ye only of it whom we have examined 
and sealed " — which is the Gospel, and which should 
be obeyed — Christ or man ? 

Objection may be taken to universal communion 
among Nonconformists, on the ground that Church 
government requires some distinction between those 
who take part in her government and those who 
should not. If such be so, it is important to take care 
that it be a proper and necessary distinction, not a 
spiritual disability, and let some means be discovered 
that will, while being effective for that end, not 
prevent obedience to the commands of the Master, or 
the enjoyment of His ordinances, devotion to which 
is the first and most imperative duty of man, and 
laws that prevent it, even though made by Churches^ 
should be swept away, whatever the consequences and 
wherever they exist. There need, however, be no 
such fear entertained on that head. The Church of 
England admits all her parishioners to vote in her tem- 
poral matters, even such as are not of her communion, 
and surely Nonconformists, with the liberty they enjoy, 
should not be less liberal, at least to their own con- 
gregations, or behind that Church in the scope of 
their privileges ; and it will be a great improvement 
in their government and a powerful addition to their 
strength, when they extend its borders so as to 
include and enable them also to take part in deli- 
berations in which they have an equal interest with 
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those who fildw Oftly'by virtue of a select 4nembe*ship 
can do so. It would add to and not dimini^ tibeir 
strength. It would encoiltage a more vital, undivided, 
land individual interest in the Lord's workj which is at 
present discouraged. It would ^tifranchise those with 
a voice in the affairs of the Church who are as nnich 
the supporters of it, in a pecuniary sense, as are-the 
members themselves, but fr(Mn which* they are now 
excluded.^ -It would ^giVe them, which is most justly 
their equal right and interest, a share in the choice of, 
and a vote in the elef^tidn of, a minister, in which they 
are as deeply concerned. It would do much to pre- 
vent the evil that often splits a Church, from the choice 
of a pastor being confined to the select few who often 
ignore the congregation altogether, or take but little 
pains to ascertain their opinions, but amongst whom 
may be some of her most liberal and earnest support- 
erSj who should be led into and not repelled frcwn 
active service. But above and beyond all these in 
importance^ it would greatly extend the true fellow- 
ship and brotherhood of the Church on a broader 
basis, by giving to every man the opportunity to un- 
dertake some work in the Lord's vineyard, and not 
only to find himself welcome iii^ it, but on a perfect 
equality with his brethren in Christ Jesus. 

The present arrangements of Church government, 
based as they are on sacramental acceptance, by which 
members only who have submitted to their imposed 
ordeals are admitted to their deliberations, are as 
illiberal as they are unjust and unprofitable. When 
there is a special work to be done for the Master, and 
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more than ordinary pecuniary effort is required, there 
is no such exclusiveness exercised. Ministers from their 
pulpits and officers from their places are not behind or 
remiss in their duty in urging all, without respect to 
their being within or without the fold, to put their hands, 
to the plough, and thus aid by contributions a cause in 
which all other service is denied them. Nor do they 
often fail to meet with a cheerful and ready response 
from this outer circle, yet those whom they do not 
deem worthy to sit at the sacramental table with them 
are oftentimes found to be fully equal in their zeal and 
liberality to those who compose that narrow and 
limited company, called the fellowship of the Church, 
but which might with greater propriety be designated 
the elect of their own election. 

If money be required, as it always must be, for the 
support of the Gospel, and for which it always should 
be freely given, it will not, as a rule, be found to come 
more readily from that separated few than from^the 
numerically greater and equally important body, the 
congregation, who, while they bear in these respectsr 
an equal burden in the necessities of the work, are 
excluded from all participation in the management of 
it, and that only because they object or neglect to 
submit to a spiritual inquisition ; and what is true of 
money would be equally so of effort, if the door of 
entrance were thrown open. Surely, then, if their 
offerings and such service as is allowed them are 
acceptable to the Lord, they would be no unwel- 
come guests to Him, at least at His table, if it is still 
to maintain and preserve that designation with any 
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propriety ; and unless the Churches fully believe that 
they are so, they most certainly should refuse to 
receive them, but of which there is no occasion for 
doubt, for the Lord loveth the cheerful giver without 
respect to persons, fellowships, or Churches.. 

In the name and for the sake of the Master, then, 
throw open every portal ; have no more ministerial or 
diaconal drawbridges that are only to be let down 
once a month, and then only for the passage of a few 
whom Church officers, those self-made guards of the 
Lord's table, deem worthy thereby to enter into the 
holy of holies of their own creation. The Saviour 
bids them come ; see to it that the Church forbid them 
not. He invites them without money and without 
price, therefore let the price put upon their coming by 
man's invention only, be at once abolished. They that 
are without are as much His children as those that 
are within. He yearns over them with a love that 
should put to shame all exclusive laws of Churches^ 
His cup of blessing is for no small circle. His sacrifice 
was universal, and His invitation to drink of that cup 
no less so ; and, above all, let them be careful to 
remember that in their futile endeavours, in entire 
opposition to the example of Christ, to keep out one 
Judas, they may prisvent a thousand Peters coming in. 

The end aimed at must utterly fail in attainment, if 
it does not actually furnish the very inducement for 
its abuse, for this dividing line between Christians 
inside and outside the pale of communion conveys 
the impression that those who have been admitted 
must be possessed of excellencies of Christian cha- 
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racter sufficiently above their fellows to stand the test 
of examination, and they are thereby elevated in the 
social scale, which to the unworthy is an incentive to 
deception. If human investigation and judgment 
were infallible, it is no more than should be expected 
from it that fellowships founded on it would be per- 
fect ; but who will venture to assert such a doctrine 
who knows anything either of Churches and their mem- 
bers or of humanity ? It is too evident to all good 
men that absolute perfection is as little to be expected 
there as elsewhere, and every Christian feels and 
knows it ; but though it be neither attained nor ex- 
pected, these exclusive privileges present to the world 
an appearance of superior excellence, which may not 
only be justifiable but true of those who compose the 
fellowships of Churches generally ; but that very fact 
actually furnishes the temptation to the insincere, or 
those who would use the membership of the Church 
as a stepping-stone to worldly advantage, by an un- 
faithful imitation of virtues they do not possess ; and, 
therefore, this line of demarcation between the Church 
and the world becomes a premium to such who would 
no longer attach any value to it for such an object 
were the communion open to all, and no such distinc- 
tions made between Christians ; then it would be less 
than ever likely that men would draw near to the 
Lord's table from any other than motives of true 
holiness and desires implanted by the Spirit of God, 

Notwithstanding this unnecessary and unauthorized 
guardianship of the Lord's table, it may be affirmed 
that cases of unfaithful communion rarely occur and 

F 
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sure more rarely discovered, but by.no mea;^^,^con- 
sfequ^oe of these disciplinary lawsiivhiGh ai^ or can 
be easily evaded by any persons dispo$e4rto make an 
imworthy use of Church fellowship, to prevent which 
they are absolutely worthless, while they must and do 
prevent vast numbers of truly good men throwing 
themselves, their influence, and their servi9e into the 
cause pf Christ,, and so increasing the iiumbers of the 
brotherhood in true fellowship to sudi an extent as 
would present to the world a pictui:e. of Chr^tianity 
in communion with its Head as should .put to shame 
the present limited assemblies, tfeat surround tJie 
Lord's table, the cause of which is the mistaken views 
entertained and enforced by these Churcbe^s as to the 
credentials supposed by them, but endorsed by no 
higher authority, to be necessary to its enjoyment and 
protection, but the only needful qualification for which 
may be expressed and summed up in the one sin^ple 
but allTSufficient word of the Master, "believe,*\ which, 
if efficient for salvation itself, must of necessity be 
for all the ordinances pertaining to it,, for the words 
are still true and in full force, " Believp on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt behaved." 
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' ■ ' CHAPTER IV. 

THE FIRST AND SECOND PASSOVERS. 

<♦ iVbw th€^ first dayof.ihejeaistof unleavened bread the dis- 
cipiesxa^e 4p^yesuSy saying, Where wilt Thou that we prepare 
for Thee to eat the Passover f And He said^ Go intQ the city 
to such a tnq.n^ and say unto him, The Master saith, My time 
is at hand; I wilt keep the Passover at thy house with my dis- 
eiples/*"^1JiATt. xxvr. 17, 18, 

^^ And wkeresoever'he shall go in^ say ye to the good man of 
the house^ The- Master saith^ Where is the guest-chamher where 
I shaH eat. the Passo^r fwith my disciples ? And he will show 
yoM a lar^e^ upper rjQom^ furnished and prepared: there make 
ready for us. And they made ready the Passover^ — Mark 
xiv. 14 — 16. 

" Think not that I am come to destroy the, law or the pro* 
phets : I am not come to destroy, but to fulfilP-^yiKn:, v. 17. 

" And hast made us unto our God kings and priests^*- — 
Rev. v.xa 

It is n6t to' advocate the revival of a feast, the types^nd 
shadows of which have been superseded by the sub- 
stance of the thing typified, that an examination into 
the bearing of the Passover upon the Lord's Supper 
is entered on, but to inquire upon what and if it be a 
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sufficient authority that this New Testament ordinance 
which was henceforth to take its place, should be 
limited to Churches and priests, and by them further 
confined to a few accepted persons only, whereas the 
Passover, which it supplanted — altered only in its figu- 
rative emblems, but still continued, in its spirit and 
design, under another dispensation and different 
symbols — ^was of universal application to the Jews ; and 
as the Lord's command at its institution was, " Drink 
ye all of it," what reason there is, or why Christians 
should not observe it in their families, or surrounded 
by devout friends and believers in their homes or else- 
where, as the Passover was, and as the early Christians 
did, in addition to, but not in substitution for, joining 
in its celebi:ation in the assembly of the Church, the 
chief importance and object of which is to make a 
public profession of the same internal faith, which 
should in no way prevent its more private and less 
demonstrative enjoyment ; and for substituting the one 
for the other, and thereby confining it to ministerial 
administration, there is no divine authority, command, 
or example, and any such limitation of it is but an 
emanation and remnant of priestcraft under its varied 
phases. 

The duty of family prayer in the Christian house- 
hold is enjoined by all Churches and religious teachers, 
as well as by Biblical injunction and examples. The 
parent can occupy no higher position in this life, or 
any more important to the welfare of his offspring, 
than when, surrounded by his family and dependents, 
he — as completely ordained by God to such service as 
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is any other priest to the more public ministry — thus 
enters into direct communion with his Maker, bearing 
on his heart before the throne of grace not only his 
own individual needs, but making intercession for 
those of others around him, or in whom he is in any 
way interested ; and it is certain that so the God and 
Father of all ever designed, intended, and still desires 
to be worshipped in every human family. If, as is 
said of it is true, that prayer can move the arm that 
wields the universe, and is so potent an agent in the 
Christian's grasp, there can by no possibility be any 
service more solemn, as there is none more important 
to man, than that which devolves upon the Christian 
who thus places himself in direct communication with 
his God, and pleads through Christ for the sins and 
wants of himself and others. It is a solemn act, a 
sacred and priestly function, and a fearful office to 
undertake without sincerity; but it is most strictly 
enjoined upon him. 

If, then, there is no Church which denies to man 
this right, and no Christian community which disputes 
with him the power and efficacy of thus pleading with 
the Almighty, as it were, face to face, may it not be 
asked. Which is the greater, this priesthood of prayer, 
or that of dispensing the emblematic elements of 
bread and wine in remembrance of Him through whom 
alone prayer itself can find acceptance } Surely none 
but those who attribute a supernatural efficacy to 
the sacrament will deny that the man who never 
prays is in greater danger of condemnation and more 
to be censured than he who neglects the observance 
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of. the Lord's Supp^, only ; if, ther^fpre,!^ follows tj^at 
oj[th^ two the office of praypr is the greater and more 
important, and in that all;nei\ niay eogage inc^nQpion 
with equal acceptanpe and effect, and^with fall liberty^^ 
on what justifiable ground are they .incapacitated for^ 
the discharge of the other pr less important service^ 
and pn what reasoning is he, who is essentially a priest 
vfX the one, shorn of his priesthood in tl^e other, unless 
it be thfit the craftiness of man, having ^uccee^e4 ii^ 
^UlTounding this simple ordinance atvdduty as at first 
Ijostituted with a hc^lo of false mysteries and.misc^- 
ceptions, has wrenched. itfrom the Jlaity in tjlj^ inter^ts 
of the priests, as much in the English «^s in,, the 
]R.Qman Churches? Why,, therefore;, ^ should suc^i^ as 
have the power, authority,, and coxng\a;id tpsay, " I^et 
ijs pray," and thus plead the intercession of Chris^, be 
less competent under exactly the same circumstances, 
conditions, and places, to say, "Let u^.giye thanks 
for the inestimable gift, and break t9gether the bread 
in thankful acknpwledgment and remembrance of it " ? 
There is nothing more worthy of observation in the 
life of the Redeemer than the minuteness with which 
He fulfilled all that the law and the prophets had said 
concerning Him. This was strikingly exemplified in 
the last. moments of His suffering, for it was impos- 
sible for IJim to die until all had been accomplished 
that had been written concerning Him. He was fully 
aware while He hung extended on the cross that every 
jot and tittle Aad not yet been fulfillfid, and that theire 
yet remained one prophecy unfulfilled. The soldiers 
pffered him a mixture of myrrh, which was fommonly 
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given to criminals; and whichted a stupefying effect ; 
but it didvnot become Ihe Lord' of 'Gloiy thus to die, 
and He rejected it as not meeting all the prophetier 
requirements ; but when, some tiftie afterwards, He 
cried, *' I thirst!" and they gave Him vinegar to 
drink, then, and not until then, did He cry, *' It is* 
finished ! *' and gave up the ghost ; and instantly His 
spirit took its flight, all prophecy being then fulfilled. 

It is a forcible illustration of the connection existing 
between the Passover, which the sacrifice of Christ 
terminated as a typical instittition, and the Supper, 
which it inaugurated as a perfected ordinance, that tlie 
crucifixion, forming the link which unites them, biit 
never dissolved their spiritual unity or purpose/should 
have taken place in the exact hour; day, and mdnth 
in which the first paschal lamb was ordained to be 
sacrificed. 

To perpetuate the Jewish and typical, under the 
altered symbols of the perfected and spiritual deliver- 
ance, our Lord instituted this new ordinance, altered 
in its emblems truly and necessarily, but in no other 
respect, by Him in the essential features of its recep- 
tion, or in the persons competent to receive or 
administer it, beyond the natural and inferential one 
that they should believe on Him as the substance of 
the type on which they had previously believed as 
foretelling Him, and which the chosen elements of 
bread and wine as representing His broken body and 
blood so significantly figure. The nature and spirit 
of both ordinances were alike commemorative — ^the 
first of the lesser or temporal, the last of the greater 
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and spiritual ; the emblems of the first typical of the 
Lamb of God^ whose death should take away the sins 
of the world, the last as demonstrative of the accom- 
plished type and sacrifice that effected man's redemp- 
tion ; the one as commemorating His victory over the 
temporal enemies of His people, the other His 
triumph over their spiritual foe — two ordinances truly 
in name and emblems, one only in spirit and design, 
but the same Lord in each. Neither is there anything 
in our Lord's teaching, or in the circumstances by 
which the first institution of the Supper was sur- 
rounded, to indicate that it was intended to efface the 
memory of the first Passover, or that the status of 
those who were thenceforth to take part in it should 
be in any way altered, except by the addition to their 
faith of belief in His divinity and sacrificial atone- 
ment, or that the feast that was to commemorate the 
accomplishment of prophecy was to assume any other 
form or element (the symbols excepted) than was 
contained in that which was prophetic of it. He had 
eaten the Passover, and at the same time, and in no 
way separated from it. He broke the emblematic 
bread, and of these two ordinances it may be figura- 
tively said, as of those two dispensations, that in His 
hands extended on the cross He held them both, in 
one the old and in the other the new ordinance. His 
body uniting them both. 

That Passover, which the Jews considered their 
gpreatest and most solemn feast, could be enjoyed by 
every family in their own homes, and is to this day ; 
but Christian Churches have taken from the Lord's 
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Supper every element of the simple and privately 
devotional characteristics by which He surrounded it, 
and by which its type was distinguished, removing it 
entirely as a family or social ordinance, by confining 
its observance and administration within their pre- 
cincts, and to a specially ordained priest or minister, 
by which its original design has been frustrated, and 
its efficacy equally diminished. The eating of the 
Passover and the institution of the Supper at one and 
the same sitting was the last act of our Lord's 
ministry, completing it, as He had told His disciples 
He had come to do, by fulfilling and not destroying 
the law, and He did so in observing as the final and 
most solemn act of His life this commemorative feast 
of Jewish deliverance, the paschal feast, of which He 
was the true Paschal Lamb, and instituting the sacra- 
mental one, of which he was the sacrifice. An 
examination into the nature of that feast, as observed 
amongst the Jews, to which He thus set the seal of 
approbation, and by His example perpetuated under 
altered symbols in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, may be profitable in considering the validity 
or otherwise of the claims made by Churches to its 
exclusive administration. 

The father, as the head of a Jewish family, was, in 
its limited though highly important sense, a priest in 
it, and in the observance of the Passover especially he 
had priestly functions to discharge. He was strictly 
enjoined to educate his children fully in its meaning 
and all his children were to be partakers of it with 
him; for it is written, "And it shall come to pass. 
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when your children shall say unto you, What mean 
ye by this service ? [evidentlyindicatingtliattiievery^ 
young were also partakers of it] that ye sTiall say; 
It is the sacrifice of the Lord's Passover; *' and thus^ 
no Jewish family could live in the ignorance, alas! too 
often to be found in many a so-called Christian home. 
Did our Lord, at the institution of the Supper, by 
any act, direction^ or example, abolish this ' parental 
priesthood, or give any other indication that it should 
no. longer be a family right, iis the Passover had pre- 
viously been ? Assuredly not, for He institutedit in a 
private dwelling house, and not in the Temple j and if 
it.be advanced that He was Himself present as tie 
High Priest of the new dispensation, and thus exempli- 
fies the necessity of priestly countenance and aid, was 
He less so of the old, where He was absent, or was He 
then, when bodily present, more so than He still is 
spiritually, in fulfilment of His promise, whenever and 
wherever two or three are met together in His name, 
where, in accordance with it, He will ever most 
assuredly be, and never more certainly than when the 
act of worship that gathers them is to take the cup 
in remembrance of Him. Moreover, does not the 
Gospel itself admit the universal priesthood of the 
Christian man far beyond it, even does the priesthood 
of ministers, priests, or Churches: "And hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests" — ^words that have 
no such limits — and when it further declares of all 
Christians, and not of ministers only, that they are 
temples of the Holy Ghost ? Only, therefore, by usurp- 
ing exclusively a right cbmmon to all mefi, and not in' 
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the exercise of aniauthority. that ha& been: divinely 
given ithem^iby which: to retain the exclusive power of 
admiiustering the -Lord's Supper, have they released 
the. heads.of families. from their solemn and parental 
duttesand re^onsibilities, and given occasion for so 
much lamentation that religion is confining itself to 
priests, the, public worship of the Sabbath, and the 
limita.of the sanctuaty, and forms so small a part in. 
family and ^daily life beyond them. 
. The symbols truly were changed to represent their 
altered, meaning, but the duties and privileges of the 
first Passover f^ast. were not in any degree lessened 
in .the. second; and it is now and. ever has been as 
muchajduty of the Christian parent to administer in 
his family and to explain to his children the meaning 
and. intent of the Lord's Supper, as it was and is for 
the Jewish parent to administer and explain the 
nature of the Passover in his, and for which he has the 
fullest .authority, both of the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures. 

Every Jewish household had its own lamb or kid, 
which was served without breaking of bones, typical 
of Him of .whom it was written no bone should be 
broken. Where one family was too small for its con- 
sumption two or more joined in one house. They had 
neither to go into the Temple to eat it, nor had they to 
call in or seek the aid of a priest to dispense it. They 
had to undergo no examination, discipline, or proba- 
tion ere they could partake of it, for they were all 
commanded to observe it, even as believers in Christ 
are .enjoined, in respect to the sacramental cup, all to 
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drink of it. It was sufficient that they were Jews, and 
there were no exceptions, and it is equally sufficient 
for the Lord's Supper that they be Christians and 
confess Christ Jesus to be the Son of God and the 
Saviour of the world, and there are no other conditions. 

Male and female, parents and children, masters and 
servants, and even beyond these the doors were 
thrown open, and an invitation given for any necessi- 
tous persons to enter and join this family celebration 
of the Passover feast. Even up to the present day it 
is customary among the Jews to allow the meanest 
Hebrew servant to sit at table during the ceremonial 
part, and in the Jewish book of instructions for its 
observance, so that no such should be forgotten or 
forbidden, it is written, " For as we were all equally 
alike in bondage, it is proper that we all return thanks 
to God for the redemption " (surely in another and a 
deeper sense this is equally true of Christians), and 
the head of the family holding the dish which con- 
tains the lamb (but now only a bone of it), says, with 
open doors, " Let all those who are hungry enter and 
eat thereof, and all who are necessitous come and 
celebrate the Passover." Universal was it in its invi- 
tation and application, and the Lord's Supper that 
has taken its place is in no respect less so. 

He is also further charged therein to explain to his 
children all the meaning of this observance, and that 
to their different capacities and spiritual conditions, 
** to the wise, the wicked, the simple, and he who hath 
no capacity to enquire, then shalt thou instruct 
him in all the laws of the Passover." Surely 
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Christians may learn from their Jewish brethren some- 
thing in respect of this New Testament ordinance, the 
divine Founder of which was Himself a Jew. They, at 
least, may see in that feast, which typified their own, 
that of which their Lord partook when He instituted 
the ordinance, that was hereafter to proclaim and re- 
cord to future ages the accomplished sacrifice, that it had 
none of that narrowed exclusiveness with which they 
have marked it, and that, blinded though they are as 
to the true Messiah, they have a far more enlightened 
view of that liberty by which all men should be free, 
than those who limit within the sphere of human 
judgment the number and character of those who shall 
sit in fellowship with them at their Master's table. 
They believed that the Deliverer in Egypt was worthy 
of universal adoration, and that its commemoration was 
a universal Jewish duty — ^was the same Deliverer on 
Calvary not worthy of a far more universal homage, 
and the feast which commemorates it of a far more 
unlimited application and acceptance ? 

They might also learn from the first Passover, which 
is equally applicable to the second, that the God and 
Father of the families on earth, in this commemorative 
service, as in the first commandment with promise, 
" Honour thy father and mother," designed a duty and 
responsibility to rest upon the parental head that 
should be honouring to Himself in the act of worship 
that attached to it, by which His name and attributes 
should be ever before the rising generations from their 
earliest infancy; and nothing could be more in 
sympathy with the mind and teaching of Christ than 
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that the sacrifice of Himself whkh^ while exemfdify- 
ihg the justice of God, exhibits by so strongs a 
manifestation the love of the Father and: the: Son, 
should form' a central object in the devotioiis: of 
every redeemed family, and from the earliest da^taVrf 
intellect be impressed upon tiie lambs of His flodt 
and none can do this so effectively as a fethfer or 
mother, 'and nowhere else- so well at first a^ in the 
family circlfe. Yet the' Churches have wrested from 
the parental head a crown which their priests can 
never Wear with equal effect or right; though th^ 
may enrich it by their ministries, and supplement their 
efforts with great advantage at its public observstnee 
in the sanctuary. Open, therefore, as were the Jews 
to the charge of Pharisaism brought against them .^arid 
condemned by our Lord, it may be questioned 
whether it: exceeded that of those Christians of the 
present day,-at least in appearance, if not in effect, 
who deny their brethren all participation in the Lord's 
Supper by the^e laws of their Churches. 

The Jew is, therefore, seen observing the Passover 
to him the greatest and most solemn feast in which he 
can engage — the record of his deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage — ^in the privacy oL his own hontei, 
surrounded by his wife and children, withb^t respect 
^ age, his servants even to the most m'iSinial, the 
st^ranger who has no home, with perhaps a negbbour 
who has no family, or too small an one, or is to^^oor 
to make a feast — ^truly an impressive scene-^a sini] 
but withal a sacred and solemn, service well worthy^ 
Christian imitation. 



V. 
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The question then arises^ Did our Lord, in the in- 
stitution of the true paschal feast, endorse, or did He 
destroy, diepaschal features^ of its typical forerunner ? 
Did .He. intend thereby to substitute an ordinance 
that. was utterly to obliterate the remembrance of the 
former. ; alter all, or nearly all, its features and sur- 
rounding circumstances ; dissolve the parental priest- 
hood and responsibilities ; take from the Christian 
home, tiie lintels of which are as truly sprinkled with 
His most precious blood as were those in Egypt, the 
power of celebrating within it the remembrance of His 
sorro?vs and sacrifice ; substitute a priest for the parent, 
a Church of comparative strangers for the loving family 
circle, and endow that priest or Church with the power 
to exclude, all or any from observing it that do not 
come, up ta> their estimate of piety or the standard of 
their own righteousness ? There is not the slightest 
reason for believing that He did, or for supposing 
from anything that He said or did, either then or at 
any other time, that He ever intended or delegated 
others to do so for Him. 

The Lord Jesus was a Jew. He had often cele- 
brated the Passover in the home at Nazareth while 
subject to His parents. He knew all its characteristics 
and features, and conformed to them^ and had He 
intended to annul any of them when He took it for 
the last time with His disciples, and instituted another 
feast to take its place, so like it in emblem and design, 
and its very counterpart in figure and intent> He 
would not have left the world in darkness, or without 
command and instruction on such a subject ; but what 
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is He found doing on that dark and sorrowful night 
preceding His crucifixion ? 

The disciples, knowing how minutely the Lord 
fulfilled all law, were in no doubt as to His desire to 
observe this institution of it, and they ask where they 
shall prepare the Passover for Him. He at once 
directs them, and, in accordance with those instruc- 
tions, they made ready the Passover, and He ate it, 
saying, " With desire have I desired to eat this Pass- 
over with you before I suffer ; " and after observing 
the last typical feast privately. He institutes the true 
Passover supper in an equally private manner ; but 
He alters nothing in it but the emblems, or, as Bishop 
Parry says, "The Passover in this sense — the paschal 
feast— rwas to become the Lord's Supper, still con- 
nected with the sacrifice, but with the reality, not the 
type ; with the true Passover, not with the shadow." 

That it was henceforth to take the place of its 
Jewish type was evident, though not expressed ; for, 
before the recurrence of the Passover, the true Paschal 
Lamb would have been slain and there would be no 
further meaning in the type, the accomplishment of 
which was to be held in remembrance by the emblems 
of bread and wine — the one to represent the broken 
body, the other the blood shed by the great atoning 
sacrifice — by all future generations of believers in Him. 
But this alteration in the symbols in no way changed 
or were intended to change the conditions under 
which it was to be celebrated, nor was the status of 
those who had previously administered the old in any 
way altered in the new ordinance, either as recipients 
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or administrators, the only additional alteration being 
that of faith and belief in Him, who was the central 
figure in both feasts. Neither at its institution was 
' there any indication that the Lord intended Himself, 
and much less to empower His followers, to raise any 
barriers against the same universal reception of the 
Supper as prevailed in that of the Passover, or to the 
places in which it might be observed, nor did such 
an idea prevail with the disciples themselves or the 
early converts to Christianity ; and although the 
Corinthian Church was charged with abuses of this 
ordinance, and of keeping it unworthily, which was 
mainly the cause of its being first taken into the 
•Church, and on which the priests have founded their 
claims, it by no means follows that because such an 
arrangement appeared necessary to correct an abuse 
in that early age of Christianity, that the Apostle 
himself ever intended that its other features should 
be through all coming ages cast aside, and the 
Church become the only place in which it could be 
observed at all, or a priest the only person who should 
administer it. 

To the Christian believer the death of Christ as it 
occurred was a prophetic necessity; all prophecy 
pointed to the Jews as its instruments. He was to 
be wounded in the house of His friends. He was to 
come to His own, and His own received Him not ; 
but suppose for the sake of this argument it had been 
otherwise ordained, that His death was to have been 
compassed by the Gentiles, and that the Jews had 
accepted Him ; is it not quite certain that they would, 

G 
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in commemorating this tlie true Passover, in the 
absence of any new command to the contrary, observe 
it in exactly the same manner and under precisely 
the same conditions as the typical feast had previously 
been throughout the ages that had preceded it, the 
alteration being in the symbols only, but the persons 
and places necessary to its observance being the same 
in both cases ? Most assuredly they would. If, then, 
the Jews to whom the Saviour commanded this 
Gospel to be first preached, would have so understood 
and observed this sacrament, why has the Christian 
priesthood in after ages so altered it, that only one 
single feature of its first celebration, and that its 
symbols, and none of its typical original remain ? 

It was in no temple that our Lord took His last 
Passover and administered the first Supper ; it was in 
a private room in a private house^ with some of His 
private friends ; and if what He did was right, and 
none will gainsay that, then His followers can do no 
wrong in following His example ; but to confine its 
administration to the Church, priests, or public occa- 
sions, and specific times, is neither to follow that 
example or increase its spirituality. 

Whenever Christ did anything that the law 
required, and He desired the exercise of the priestly 
office to confirm. He invariably commanded its 
observation, nor was He more the Great High Priest 
at the institution of the Supper than He was in ever}'' 
other act of His ministry ; yet, when He healed the 
leper, His first injunction to him was, "Go show 
yourself to the priest^" and it can hardly be questioned 



The First and Second Passovers. 83 

that, had He designed this ordinance to be only a 
temple ceremonial service or a priestly rite, He would 
not have left the world in silence on so important a 
matter, nor have instituted it in the place and manner 
that He did, every surrounding circumstance of which 
is opposed to such an understanding of it. 

*'With desire/' said our Lord, "have I desired to 
eat this Passover with you." How simple, touching, 
and familiar ; in what marked contrast with anything 
priestly or exclusive ! Twelve only of His friends 
are gathered around Him in the guest-chamber of a 
private house ; all His disciples in the wider sense 
cannot be said to have been there, for He had other 
dearly loved ones, true disciples too ; and it might 
even be a question whether the twelve at that time 
were His most devoted, loving, or faithful followers in 
every sense, though the most highly favoured and 
honoured. Lazarus, over whom His weeping had 
caused the Jews to exclaim, " Behold, how He loved 
him," was not there ; His mother, who amid the 
agonies of the crucifixion He committed to the care 
of the beloved John ; Mary and Martha of Bethany, 
and that Mary who bathed His feet with her tears, 
and wiped them with the hair of her head, were all 
absent ; while Judas, the great apostate, was one of the 
company, if he did not take part in the Supper, upon 
which there is a difference of opinion ; it is at least 
certain that he dipped the sop in the dish with his 
Master ; so that the position assumed by any Church 
that says that none shall approach the table but such 
whose lives are of such spotless purity and intense 
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devotion as come up to their standard of excellence 
and acceptance, is untenable, even had the power of 
fixing it been vested in them. St. Paul says, " Let a 
man examine himself y and so let him eat of this bread," 
and any and every man, upon such a test being applied 
to himself y by himself and not by others, who in 
his heart believes that Jesus is the Lord, possesses all 
the evidence that can be scripturally demanded of 
him ; and the simple existence of a desire within him 
to do that actjin obedience to, and in loving remem- 
brance of Him who commanded it, is all that his 
fellow Christians should require, or that any Church 
is warranted in expecting or demanding; and to 
exact more is to go, without authority, beyond the 
teaching and example of Christ, for which neither 
Churches, priests, ministers or officers, have any suf- 
ficient command or injunction. 

As well might they, because none took part in the 
first Supper but those on whom the Lord had placed 
the responsibility of preaching the Gospel to the 
world, propound the doctrine that only priests and 
ministers were by that example entitled to do so after- 
wards, as to advance as a reason for excluding any, 
that none but the twelve disciples took it with the 
Lord. Utterly, however, is it to be denied that priests 
or Churches possess any exceptional authority what- 
ever to decide who shall or who shall not take the Lord's 
Supper, be the administrators of it, or to restrict in 
any way the time or place when or where they may 
or may not observe it, any more than it is within their 
province to decide who shall or who shall not address 
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the Almighty in prayer and praise, for all are alike 
acts of worship and neither greater than the other, 
and all important in their special natures. 

There is, however, a further similitude in the re- 
quirements of the two ordinances as incumbent on 
Christians to observe in the one, as it was on the Jews 
in the other, and to prevent their doing which there 
should especially be no hindrance. Notwithstanding 
the family features of the Passover, there was also the 
Temple service in connection with it. The Israelites 
observed as strictly that part of theirs which publicly 
proclaimed to the surrounding nations the deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage as they did its more private 
ministrations ; and certainly not less iricumb'efit is it 
on Christians to show forth to the world, by public de- 
monstration in the Church, the death and sacrificial 
atonement of the Redeemer, but there can be no 
good reason for one to prevent the other observance 
of it. 

While, then, the Christian parent can with all the 
authority of his priesthood, in the entire absence of 
any command to the contrary, and the simplicity of 
the divine original, freely distribute in his family the 
commemorative elements of bread and wine, on any 
occasions that may appear suitable to him, or which 
he wishes to mark as having any specially impressive 
circumstances connected with them, accompanying it 
with such religious service, explanation, admonition, 
and prayer, with thanksgiving necessary to its solemn 
and devout observance, and most suitable to the ages 
and spiritual conditions of his children and such other 
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inmates of his household who by their own desire and 
free will only partake of it with him, it is ^o less imr 
portant a part of his duty to inculcate on all who may 
thus join in it the necessity of observing that part of 
our Lord's intention which is contained in the ex- 
pressed desire for its public celebration, *f Ye do show 
forth my death," by taking part with the assembled 
brethren in the Church, where, with such servant of 
Christ as has been ordained or appointed to minister 
to them in holy things, they join that greater family 
and brotherhood in holy and open communion, as a 
testimony to the world, of which the sanctuary is the 
proper, fitting, and necessary centre ; ye do right to do 
the one, but the other ye ought not to leave undone. 
In the last great day of the feast the, high priest 
carried with great procession in the Temple ^^ golden 
vessel which contained a mixture of wine and water, 
significant type of that blood and watej: that issued 
from the true sacrifice on Calvary ; and as publicly 
should all believers in Him, without any human re- 
strictions or qualifications, show forth the accomplish- 
ment of the great prophetic type and sacrifice by 
partaking in His Church, and in fellowship with His 
professing people, of the emblems of His broken body 
and blood in that ordinance which He has instituted 
and ordained for its commemoration, and ^ a testi- 
mony to the world of their belief in it, and faith in 
Him. 

It is not the building that makes the Church. In 
that guest-chamber, that private upper room> was the 
,most powerful Church that ever assembled, while it 
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was the most social, unpretending, and solemn gather- 
ing of friends, and it needed no other priest when the 
Lord was there, neither does it now or ever will, where- 
ever those who meet and join together for this sacred 
memorial service are such by faith and grace as can 
claim His promised presence. If, therefore, Christians 
really believe that He is in their midst wherever two 
or three are gathered together in His name, though 
now invisible, no other specially appointed minister is 
a necessity to preside over any devout assembly of 
Christian believers and friends who, moved by the 
Holy Ghost, desire to fulfil His implied command, 
** as oft as ye do it," whenever and wherever they feel 
disposed to do so. The Puritan Fathers had as perfect 
a Church beneath the overhanging crags and mountain 
tops as ever gathered in the most ornate building 
raised by man. It is not the place, it is not the priest, 
it is not the ceremony nor the elements themselves, 
but Christ Jesus in and with us by a living faith alone, 
that makes the communion of the Lord's Supper a 
sanctifying service and power. Most desirable is it^ 
therefore, that beyond the family gathering and the 
service in the sanctuary. Christian brethren should 
often meet, and in such social circles of believers, 
enjoy in holy fellowship that communion of saints, 
thus fostering that frequent remembrance of Him 
whose sacrifice this ordinance in all its original simpli- 
city was so well calculated to induce, but which the 
Churches, in the interests only of their priests, minis- 
ters, or officers, have so unwarrantably and unprofit- 
ably destroyed. 
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Instead of which, everything that man could invent 
has been devised to destroy its simplicity of devotion 
and the true and proper observance of it in imitation 
of its divine original, and for a simple faith and be- 
lieving reception, which should be open and common 
to all places and persons, lights and shadows, garbs 
and their colours, gesticulations and postures, days 
and seasons, scents and flowers, altars and idols, bap- 
tisms and probations, tests andlawsof discipline, have 
either been endowed with supernatural elements or 
made essential conditions to its administration— as de>- 
grading to Christianity as they are in opposition to 
the teaching of Christ, science, or common sense — and 
this is what has resulted from confining the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper to the Church and her priests. 
Spirit of St. Paul : behold what man has made of a 
simple corrective and rebuke of a passing Corinthian 
abuse ! Surely this cannot be a right interpretation 
of the words, " Let a man examine himself y and so let 
him eat of this bread." The very emblems are made 
an occasion of contention and division. In one case 
they must be elevated and worshipped, in another the 
bread must have a special and particular shape. Here 
the wine must be taken pure, there it must be mixed 
with water and consecrated by a kind of cabalistic 
ceremony, while another debates whether it should be 
fermented or unfermented, as though either one or 
other of all these can by any possibility (beyond the 
imagination or craftiness of man) be essential to the 
spiritual acceptance of what are after all but the sym- 
bolic emblems of Christ's sacrifice, as though He wha 
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holds the stars in the hollow of His hand, and weighs 
the dust of the earth in a balance, would regard either 
the shape of a vessel or its contents as worship to 
Him. 

It is true (but there the purpose was evident) that 
in the Jewish dispensation He did give minute 
instructions as to the Temple services, and the sacred 
vessels, but only to serve as types and figures of that 
clearer manifestation of Himself in Christ Jesus 
that was to follow, when the shadow should be 
followed by the substance, and the typical give way 
to spiritual worship ; and in the fullest sense does the 
Lord's Supper thus occupy the place of the Passover. 
To this holy of holies there is now no separating 
veil, as men would have it— that was rent asunder long 
since — and it is by right inalienable, and not merely 
permissive, accessible to all who will, and desire to 
worship the Lord in spirit and in truth, beyond which 
nothing that is added in form, ceremony, adornment*- 
ritual, functions, persons, powers or places, is of God, 
essential to this service or the salvation of man, with 
whom alone rests the responsibility of its faithful and 
holy observance. 

It is, however, advisable, whenever possible and 
convenient, as following the original, to maintain and 
continue the emblems that were used at its institution 
of bread and wine, both on account of their figura- 
tive beauty, and as chosen by the Lord, not as a 
spiritual necessity, but as emblematic and authorized 
symbols ; but where wine is an offence, or may be an 
occasion of falling to a brother, its use is neither 
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necessary or desirable, for whether it be fermented or 
unfermented, wine without water, or mixed with water, 
or water itself without wine, all these are non- 
essentials, the mere husk that wraps the kernel, the 
external expressions of an internal faith and under- 
standing, even as the body that receives them is but 
the temple of the soul that feeds by faith alone upon 
them, so that the form, quality, or component parts 
' of the symbolic emblems, whatever they be, are but 
the figures by which the true worshipper distinguishes 
this service from others equally important though 
different in kind, but in which there is no inherent 
vitality or value. 

There is, however, one consideration, which should 
not be overlooked, and should impress itself on 
Christian communities. To some wine . is a mocker, 
its very taste is a strong temptation. To such it is 
impossible to conceive that Christ would require the 
use of an element in His service, by. which any weak 
brother might be endangered or drawn aside; and to 
others who^ though able to withstand the temptation, 
but who entertain strong convictions against its use, it 
is an offence. All such should be enabled to commune 
with water only instead of wine. In this age, when 
intemperance is sweeping away its millions, there are 
thousands to whom the use of all alcoholic stimulants is 
a sin, and who, for example's sake, deprive themselves 
of its enjoyment in their intercourse with their fellow- 
men. Surely then, of all places, the table of the Lord 
should be the last, where they should be by. custom, 
in a non-essential matter, which can by no possibility 
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have any vital value, compelled to do violence to their 
conscience, while fully assured that He in whose name 
they do it would not require it of them, but rather 
condemn it ; therefore, while to some it is an .offjpncei 
and to others not so, let the cup be administered in 
two kinds separately, wine by itself, and water also 
by itself, that no brother be offended thereby, for to 
some it is the savour of death, and not of life. 

Churches, priests, and ministers, by withholding 
from the laity the power of celebrating the Lord's 
Supper without their aid, have sapped its very foun- 
dations, destroyed the educational and most inviting 
elements which existed in the Passover, and should 
have been transmitted to the Supper, made it a test 
of perfection, instead of a help to it, and have by 
grievous ordeals repelled men from rather than drawn 
them to the table of the Lord in the full freedom of 
the Gospel. In so completely ignoring the relation- 
ship of the typical to the true Passover feast, and by 
obliterating the main features of the first in the second, 
they have dishonoured our Lord, and discrowned Him 
of His glory in relation to the former, placing Him 
before men (by a natural inference) as the Lord only 
of the latter; whereas no Christian should be ignorant 
that it was the same Lord in both ; He who long ages 
before had wrestled with Jacob ; He who appeared 
as the Son of Man in the furnace seven times heated-; 
and He of whom the Apostle writes, " I would not 
- that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers 
were under the cloud," " and did all drink the same 
spiritual drink, for they drank of that spiritual Rock 



92 Universal Communion. 

that followed them, and that Rock was Christ." 
Nevertheless, though they knew it not then, neither 
do they yet see it, the Jews have, though with blinded 
eyes, worshipped the Lord Jesus from the first, and 
Him only, and when all things are made manifest, the 
children of Abraham will know and see that the 
Object of their worship, and their Deliverer from 
bondage, was no other than Him whom they crucified 
and despised, and that the Christian sacramental feast 
is but truly their own Passover perfected. 

Our Lord, on the bitterest night of His life, took the 
Passover with twelve only of His disciples. At the 
same time, and in no way separated from it, He insti- 
tuted and administered to them the first Supper in the 
manner and spirit in which He evidently intended it 
should be repeated by His followers until His second 
advent, the symbols only being altered to represent 
the accomplished sacrifice typified in the Jewish Pass- 
over feast, the substance of which type He was. He 
instituted it neither as a temple service nor as a 
priestly rite, surrounded by His friends in a private 
room, in a private house. He gave no indication, 
either by His words or acts, that His example at its 
first observance was exceptional, or was hereafter to 
be considered so, or that for ever after it was to be 
removed entirely from the guest-chamber to the 
temple, while His life and teaching warrants the 
expectation that, had He otherwise intended, He 
would have so directed it ; and, inasmuch as His com- 
mand, "Drink ye all of it," conveys a general invita- 
tion to His disciples in all ages, as those words that 
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follow, " As oft as ye do it, ye show forth my death 
till I come," supply the incentive and design for its 
public as well as private administration, there is a 
forcible indication that the invitation is of universal 
application ; and that what He said of the Sabbath so 
would He say of this ordinance also, that the sacra- 
ment was made for man, and not man for the sacra- 
ment ; and it is as incumbent on believers, and as free 
to all men, as is His other command, " Pray without 
ceasing," and an important duty. 

The rebuke of the Apostle and the assembling 
together for the observance of this ordinance, upon 
which the Churches have founded their claim, to 
administer it only through their priests or ministers, 
was, perhaps, under the peculiar circumstances of the 
time and in the infancy of Christianity, and more 
especially from the abuses that had crept into it, a 
salutary arrangement, but only so for its time and 
season, the necessity for such a limitation of it having 
long since passed away in the fuller light of later Gospel 
days ; but a consequence, scarcely contemplated by 
St. Paul himself, has resulted from its denial to the 
laity without a priest. The tests, consecrations, and 
ceremonies by which it has been surrounded have 
caused men more to err in its neglect than by a too 
frequent or irreverent observance of it, and to clothe 
it in many cases with a spirit and a meaning utterly 
opposed to its original conception. 

It is only such communities who likewise limit 
intelligent prayer and praise to the priesthood, and 
who see in this sacrament a sacrifice, repeated at each 
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celebration, instead of a loving commemoration of 
the great sacrifice made once for all, that can with 
any apparent reason so limit its administration and 
reception ; with such, at least, Dissenters can have no 
sympathy. It was the same Lord who said, " Pray 
without ceasing," who also said, " Drink ye all of it," 
and, " If any man thirst, let him come and drink of 
the water of life frcelyl^ and He confined these 
privileges and powers to no exclusive persons or 
circles of men's creation or adoption. 

If, therefore, there is any hope (and who would 
doubt its absolute certainty) that millions now tread 
the golden streets of the New Jerusalem who never 
joined on earth this fellowship of saints, it is without 
and not by the aid of Christian communion, as it 
should have been, for Churches have rather put 
stumbling-blocks in the way of it, and have thus hedged 
in the table of the Lord with a cheveatix de /rise, 
which bristles with grievous and unauthorized tests 
and ordeals of their own creation and invention, more 
consonant with the spirit of him who, when he went 
into the temple to pray, thanked God that he was not 
like other men, rather than of him who could only 
smite upon his breast and say, " Lord have mercy on 
me a sinner ! " the result of which may be found to be 
hereafter that many whom they have thus excluded 
may, after the same judgment, be justified by Him, 
rather than some who have been thus admitted by men. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE LAMBS OF THE FLOCK. 

" But Jesus said, Sujffer little children^ and forbid them not^ 
to come unto me x for of such is the kingdom of heaven^^ — 
Matt. xix. 14. 

" And it came to pass ^ as He sat at meat with them^ He took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And ^ir 
eyes were opened, and they knew Him," — Luke xxiv. 30, 31. 

** And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a 
man which had not on a wedding garment : and he saith unto 
him. Friend, how earnest thou in hither, not having a wedding 
garments And he was speechless P — Matt. xxii. 11, 12. 

It has been seen that the pretensions of the Churches 
have entirely annihilated all the family and educational 
features that existed in the first, or Jewish Passover, 
and have completely removed all the simple and 
brotherly characteristics of the second Christian Pass- 
over, or Lord's Supper ; that in the exercise of priestly 
or ministerial authority all sects have in their turn 
under various pretences, tests, provisions, or disci- 
plinary laws, prevented untold multitudes of adult 
believers in Christ from taking freely their place and 
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. part in it, as assigned to them by the Redeemer, by 
whom they are commanded to observe it, in addition 
to which, and as a further consequence of setting 
human judgment and laws above divine precept and 
example, they are also guilty of excluding the lambs 
of His flock, of whom He has told them, and which 
should condemn the arrogance even of Christian men, 
*' Of such is the kingdom of heaven," whose angels 
behold the face of their Father. Well may the poet 
describe man dressed in a little brief authority as 
making angels weep. 

In the first and second centuries this ordinance was 
celebrated in connection with the Agape, or love-feast, 
after which it was administered on the occasion of 
every divine service in the Churches in such a way 
that all present could partake, with the exception of 
catechumens (or unbaptized persons) and unbelievers ; 
up to this time, therefore, the necessity had not been 
discovered for ministerial or diaconal examination. 
These love-feasts, by an irreverent observance, and an 
unintelligent conception of the sacrament, gave rise to 
scandals, and rendered it advisable, in the early ages 
of Christianity, for the Churches to undertake its public 
administration, and therefrom to declare to, and im- 
press on men the sacred truth it was designed to teach, 
and the holiness of life incumbent on all as a necessity 
to its reception — proclaiming the divine love of which 
the death of Christ, as the great sacrifice and atone- 
ment for sin, was a demonstration, and in commemo- 
ration of which this ordinance was to be observed by 
His followers. This arrangement, to correct prevail- 
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ing abuses, arising, as it is most probable they did, 
more from misconception or ignorance than from 
design or vice, was in itself, if it destroyed nothing, 
else, a salutary one ; and its continuance as one of the 
sacramental services especially to be observed as a 
showing forth to the world, is equally important and 
profitable still, and will ever continue to be so, but 
not beyond the object for which it is chiefly necessary 
as a demonstrative act, and an open manifestation of 
a living faith in Christ, and as far only as it is in 
accordance with the divine intention, nor when it 
prevents its faithful observance elsewhere, or when it 
obliterates all, or nearly all, the features of its first 
institution, and more especially when, under cover of 
it, any authority is exercised by which to exclude 
from it any believer in the Lord Jesus, under any 
circumstances whatever, who desires to approach it. 

The non-administration of the Lord's Supper to 
children, by which they are deprived of all its sacred 
influences until they have for some years been sub- 
jected to the insidious temptations of their earliest 
and most dangerous passions, and to the influence of 
which they, in many cases, may have yielded long 
before the customary age of admission is attained, is 
another of the sad effects of the existing laws of the 
Churches, and that demands the restoration of the 
primitive observance of private, family, and social 
communion as enjoyed by the earliest Christians. If 
the testimony of ministers, Sunday-school teachers, 
parents who have lost children in early youth, or 
public writers in the religious press, is of value only 

H 
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to the extent of one-half of what has been said and 
written on the operation of the Holy Spirit on com- 
paratively infant minds — and the nature of such a 
subject demands and should ensure a higher standard 
of truth than that — how inconsistent and utterly op- 
posed to the mind and teaching of Christ must the 
laws of those Churches be which deny to children all 
participation in the Lord's Supper ; how different to 
the spirit which pervaded the Passover, that feast in 
which our Lord took part, and thereby stamped His 
approval of all its details, ere He instituted that which 
was to take its place as a fuller and not more limited 
manifestation of Himself, and which was but a con- 
tinuance in its completed and more perfect form of 
that in which every child of Abraham took part with- 
out respect to age or experience. But in this, as in 
other cases which have been considered, is again to 
be found the judgment of men at variance, if not in 
actual antagonism, with the spirit and teachings of the 
Master, in attempting by Church laws to fix the time 
or the age at which a child of Christ shall be per- 
mitted to join them in commemorating the sacrifice 
of Him who said, '* Suffer little children and forbid 
them not to come unto me," or deciding for their own 
satisfaction when the functions of the Holy Spirit are 
sufficiently developed to meet the requirements of 
their own adoption and the laws and customs of their 
sole creation. 

It is because this ordinance has been diverted from 
its original meaning, intention, and character ; because 
it has been made a ceremonial act of worship, limited 
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to a few, instead of a spiritual feast intended to be 
edifying as well as spiritually nourishing to the 
greatest possible numbers ; and because' it has been 
clothed with a sacrificial or perfectional character, 
more or less, by every sect, no two of which are 
entirely agreed in its very simple elements and the 
universality of its privileges, that it has repelled where 
it should have induced, and developed into its present 
unnatural state of mysteries, fellowships, and priestly 
subordination — elements entirely absent at its first 
institution, equally unrecognised by the earliest 
Christians, and utterly opposed to the liberty and 
spirit of the Gospel as proclaimed by the Master 
Himself. 

Children, in innocence, in every age since the fall 
and of every land and people, whatever the faith of 
their parents, or in which they may have been 
educated, are born in Christ. They are His heritage, 
the purchase of His blood and sacrifice on Calvary 
the result and efficacy of which was retrospective as 
completely as it was prospective, for He was the 
Lamb slain before the foundation of the world ; and 
hell (whatever that may mean, or if any such a place 
exists at all of the nature and torment assumed by 
man) cannot contain the soul of a single such child, 
nor are the sufferings of its inmates lightened by the 
bright face of one of these little ones, whether Jew or 
Christian, Greek, barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, 
for certainly, to this extent at least, and to the sal- 
vation of all such, did the death of Christ atone for 
the sins of the whole world ; for it is monstrous to 

II 2 
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suppose, and an outrage on the justice of God to 
assert, that one such dying in innocent infancy, alike 
ignorant of sin or Saviour, should perish. It would 
diminish the value of the atonement to insignificant 
and altogether unworthy proportions to imagine for 
an instant that it affected redemption to only such a 
limited number of the world's inhabitants, past, pre- 
sent, or future, as have been, are, or will be yet 
perhaps for some ages known as Christians, for there 
is apostolic authority that there are such without law 
that are a law to themselves, which, if true of adult 
races, how completely must it be so of all children. 
So tremendous a price as the sacrifice of the Son of 
God would be overwhelmingly great and excessive 
for so comparatively limited a result, and would pre- 
sent a contradiction to the general operations of the 
Almighty, who more invariably, from the smallest 
effort and means, produces the most stupendous and 
glorious results. 

But in a higher and more special sepse are the 
children of Christian parents His. They are the lambs 
of His flock ; they are the dearest treasures and the 
objects of the deepest solicitude of His own sheep, of 
whom He is the Good Shepherd, and He has under- 
taken for such to lead them in and out to pastures ; 
and it is on this account, and enjoying such ex- 
ceptional privileges in themselves from Him, that is 
claimed on their behalf the fullest enjoyment of all 
His ordinances, and, as one of them, a place at the 
table of His love, for Christ is theirs by inheritance, 
and they are Christ's by adoption. Children, there- 



Tlie Lambs of tlie Flock, loi 

fore, being born in Christ, are His, and He is theirs, 
until they throw off their allegiance to Him in later 
life, and thereby reject so great salvation ; not the 
inverse proposition which is acted on in the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper, which assumes and implies the 
contrary, that they have no part or interest in Him 
until they by some act of theirs take on His allegiance 
and give some outward testimony of it. Their con- 
nection, therefore, with their Saviour being from their 
birth a living reality, entitles them to take the sacra- 
mental cup from their very earliest days, and their 
right and privilege to do so is even less questionable 
at that period than it is at any time in the future of 
their lives, if it could be established that under any 
circumstances they were incompetent or unworthy to 
receive it, which it is not given to man to judge or 
decide. 

The exact time of the Holy Spirit's first operation 
on the infant mind is too deep a mystery for human 
solution, and is as various as it is indefinable. The 
earliest lesson learnt at a mother's knee may prove 
the spark that shall light a fire that shall burn until 
eternity. It may be hidden or even forgotten for a 
time ; it may smoulder for many years, again to burst 
forth at a most unexpected time, and under most un- 
looked-for circumstances ; yet it was the origin of that 
flame that when so fanned will burn hereafter with 
such an inextinguishable blaze as to leave behind it a 
tract of light that shall mark the very age in which it 
existed. Was not Timothy such an example, of whom 
it might almost be said that he inherited the blessing? 
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of whom the Apostle writes : *' The unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded 
that in thee also ;" and doubtless he was no solitary 
example. But it may also have a present and more 
evident life in very tender years, and how many such 
have been carried into the bosom of the Father, in the 
sweet, childlike, and undoubtingly innocent love of 
Jesus, years before the Church on earth would open 
her arms to receive and enfold them — or, at least, suf- 
ficiently to permit them to sit down at the table of the 
Lord — fitted for and welcomed into the company of 
the saints in heaven, but denied the fellowship of 
saints on earth ; meet for the inheritance itself but 
denied its anticipations. 

Is it not too closely following the spirit of the 
apostles when in, perhaps, their not unjustifiable soli- 
citude and care, they said, " Trouble not the Master " } 
and may it not be calling forth again the same rebuke, 
" Forbid them not " ? What did those children thus 
presented to Him know of Christ ? Absolutely nothing, 
and certainly less than the youngest child of godly 
parents would know now. They were in innocent ignor- 
ance of His person, power, grace, or mission ; but not 
so their parents. They had caught some idea — however 
unenlightened, confused, and even bewildered as it 
may have been — of whom He was from the gracious 
words that proceeded from His lips, and the miracles 
He had performed in their midst, and they came ex- 
pecting a blessing on their little ones as they brought 
them to Him seeking it, nor were they to be; disap- 
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pointed by the hindrances which even those disciples 
would have put in their way, for He took them up in 
His arms and blessed them. He even set one such in 
their midst, and pointed to it as their example ; and in 
blessing them He blessed the faith that brought them; 
so that both parents and children shared the divine 
favour and approval ; and so would it be again, if 
Churches do not prevent it, when parents bring their 
children to the table of the Lord, for He is " the same 
to-day, yesterday, and for ever," though now we see 
Him not, and His grace is undiminished. What do 
infants know of baptism ? Nothing ; yet it is cus- 
tomary to bring them, and by that ordinance present 
them to the Lord, feeling assured that He will open 
His arms to receive them, even as He was Himself 
presented in the Temple to good old Simeon, believe 
ing it to be an acceptable service to God, blessed alike 
to children and parents. If we thus figuratively re- 
generate them in infancy with water, on what pretext 
can we refuse them in youth the equally figurative 
wine of the kingdom ? They are thus brought into 
His fold in infancy, but its most precious food — the 
most speaking emblem of His love — is refused to them 
in youth. They are taught to love Him, but the em- 
blems of His love to them are withheld; and why 
should they be ? 

Parents endeavour to bring up their children in the 
fear and nurture of the Lord, but not until they attain 
such years as to have left their care and oversight, not 
until the innocence of childhood has passed, and the 
passions of youth have began their fierce play upon 



104 Universal Communion. 

them, tempting them too often and too successfully 
to forget the lessons of infancy and early youth, and 
leave the paths of virtue for the pleasures of the 
world, does the Church invite or allow them to enter 
into her communion ; and long ere that age is attained 
many are plunged into the vortex of sinful tempta- 
tions and allurements presented to them, to which by 
nature they are too prone ; and thus it is that thou- 
sands, after the bitter experience of the pleasures of 
sin for a season, have to be reclaimed and reconverted 
who would never have needed it, nor have fallen away 
at first but from this unsympathetic attitude of the 
Church towards them, and these mistaken views of the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper, the laws and discipline 
of which present, at least, a most uninviting and for- 
bidding aspect to the young ; and this may be said to 
be the missing link in Church life, and it is especially 
the one so much needed to continue the connection 
between the Sunday-school and the Church. It was 
not so with the first Passover feast, nor should it be 
with the second. In that every child had a place and 
a part, which they should also have in this. The 
sacrament, as an institution of the home, would correct 
this. There the anxious Christian parent, surrounding 
himself with those most dear to him, in whose training 
in the love of Christ he has the deepest interest, would 
with reverence not only explain the meaning, but en- 
force the duty of thus commemorating the divine love 
in its most impressive form and under circumstances 
the most favourable to its retention, while their minds 
are most susceptible ; and as the Jewish parent thus 



Tlie Lajnbs of tJie Flock, 105 

educates his children to a perfect understanding of the 
Passover while they participate in the feast, so should 
the child of Christ in the same measure and manner 
have both instruction in and a place at that ordinance 
which speaks so touchingly of His great sacrifice. 

Strongly, therefore, should it be urged on all Chris- 
tian Churches to foster more the earliest impressions 
of childhood, and secure the benefits of early precept 
and pious instruction by an unbroken chain through 
early youth, not by a cold and calculating exclusion 
from the table of the Lord until they have attained 
some particular age ; but as they inculcate the duty of 
prayer, and the exercise of Christian virtues from their 
infancy, so should they from the earliest period of 
reason's dawn admit and "forbid them not," when 
brought by their parents to the temple of the Lord 
to sit down at His table and learn of Him, remember- 
ing His own words, "Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven." 

It may be urged that children are incapable of 
comprehending the mysteries of redemption, and are 
not, therefore, fit recipients of its emblems ; but are 
they not equally unable to comprehend the process of 
creation or to fathom the almighty power, divine 
attributes, and spiritual existence of the invisible 
God } Yet no Christian would neglect on that account 
to teach them to pray to Him, neither for any such 
reason will their heavenly Father reject their infant 
lispings. Rather would it appear that He had de- 
signed an especial grace to such weakness, for out of 
the mouths of babes and sucklings He has ordained 
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praise. It will be true that the child of tender years 
will not bring to the Lord's table all the knowledge 
and confirmed faith of riper understandings, and in 
that respect will be behind those of more advanced 
years ; but neither will he bring to it the doubts and 
sins which ofttimes distract the holiest men and mar 
its enjoyment. It is also true that he will be unable 
fully to comprehend at first the awful depths of sin, 
and the tremendous price of its redemption ; but 
neither will he be dismayed because he cannot fathom 
the mystery of original sin, or less believing because 
it is written that death came into the world by sin, 
while geology proves that it reigned in the animal 
kingdom countless ages before the entrance of Adamic 
sin into it ; or because there may be other difficulties 
of which he is happily ignorant, and doubts of which 
he is innocent that sometimes perplex his elders, and 
by the side of which his simple, childlike faith is 
even to be preferred, with all of which he is too sure 
to be assailed ere long, and cannot be too early 
fortified to meet and overcome. 

But, if children cannot grasp all the deeper mysteries 
of creation, redemption, and grace, they readily under- 
stand that, when they ask of God their daily bread, 
they seek at the hands of an invisible Being some- 
thing that it is even beyond the power of their earthly 
parents to provide without His will, for they are 
accustomed to hear them present to Him the same 
petition, and are very quick to catch its spirit and 
meaning ; and especially that there exists a primary 
and unseen source of all good, above and beyond all 
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the created beings and things by which they are 
immediately surrounded. With equal intelligence 
also do they comprehend the fact that Christ came 
. into this world to suffer and to die for them, and 
especially His deep interest in them as the lambs of 
His flock ; and, therefore, on the same principle, and 
guided by the same motives by which they are 
taught to pray, should they be taught and permitted 
to take part in that service of thanksgiving for the 
inestimable gift of Christ Jesus, so pre-eminently the 
children's Friend ; for happily among Christians they 
are not long in this world before they hear the story 
of the cross, and far more deeply than all the fables 
of the nursery is it fixed upon and retained in their 
memories, and would be still more firmly rooted ih 
their hearts were they admitted, both at home and in 
the sanctuary, to join in that ordinance which is its 
everlasting memorial. 

While, however, advocating the earlier participa- 
tion by children in the Lord's Supper, the opposite 
extreme into which the Greek Church fell is to be 
avoided, which would render this service a form with- 
out meaning and a partaking without intelligence. 
The practice that prevailed in that Church is to be 
condemned as altogether opposed to the nature and 
character of this ordinance — at least as understood by 
Protestant Nonconformists. There it was administered 
to children before they had any idea of what sin was 
in its most abstract form, even to the extent of admin- 
istering to infants broken bread soaked with wine in a 
spoon, attributing to the mere elements a sacrificial 
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and sanctifying character and power, thus endowing 
them with virtues and attributes that no intelligent 
Dissenter admits or believes them to possess. But, 
while avoiding such an extreme, there is still a vast 
region of intelligence, and even spiritual capacity and 
life, lying between the babe fed with a spoon and 
the age at which our Churches admit young persons 
to the communion, and from which, even then, they 
do so much to terrify them by the ordeal they have 
to undergo ere they can be admitted, and from which 
the great majority shrink, and with abundant reason. 
In very tender years the children of Christian parents 
obtain an intelligent perception of sin and of Christ's 
interest in them from the Gospel narratives and 
ministry, and from such time, however young they 
may be, should every one of them not only be taught 
to comprehend the meaning and intent of, but allowed 
to take part in, that service which commemorates 
His death on their behalf. The commemoration 
of that sacrifice, as shown forth in the Lord's Supper, 
and in which they have so deep and everlasting 
an interest, is a service they can only be brought 
into the fullest sympathy with by being brought up 
in its observance from the earliest and most impres- 
sive years of their life, and by growing up in it as an 
essential part of their Christian duty, instead of being 
kept from it until fellowships of men are satisfied, and 
rules of Churches conformed to, by which time they 
may have lost their first desires for it, unless the 
judgment of man is to prevail rather than the teaching 
of Christ, who, in rebuking the disciples of old, still 
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speaks to their followers on behalf of these little ones 
as much in its application to His table as to every 
other means of grace, " Forbid them not." 

Even the Church of Rome, by the ninth canon of the 
Council of Trent, anathematizes anyone who denies 
that all Christian believers, of either sex, as soon as 
they have arrived at years of discretion, are bound 
to communicate at least at Easter every year ; so that 
Nonconformists are in this respect far behind that 
Church in liberty, for, if they do not absolutely, they 
do virtually deny its reception to any until they arrive 
at some particular age, and even to those who have 
attained the prescribed age, until they have undergone 
a test of human judgment most painful to the natural 
timidity of youth, which is nowhere authorized in the 
Gospel. So far were the early Christians from enter- 
taining any ideas of such requirements, that they even 
carried the consecrated bread about with them in 
times of persecution to encourage themselves with 
the enjoyment of it, clearly evincing that to their 
minds it was neither an exclusive service of the 
Church, nor one in which the priestly office was a 
necessity. Quakers, on the other hand, do not con- 
sider its observance important, but other Noncon- 
formist Dissenters who do, virtually deny it to the 
great majority of their brethren, to which their laws in 
respect of it amount in their effect. 

If, then, an altar be again raised to the Lord in the 
Christian home, as in the days immediately succeed- 
ing our Lord's resurrection, for family and social 
communion, let parents surround themselves by such 
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of their children in whom there is the existence of an 
inteUigent conception of Christ, taking care that all 
be done in order and with due solemnity, accompanied 
with instruction, explanatory, impressive, and devo- 
tional ; not supplanting, but leading up to the fuller 
showing forth in the assembled Church at its public 
administration ; and it is the duty of Christian com- 
munities equally to welcome these little ones at the 
table of the Lord as they are thus brought there by 
their parents, that they may enjoy that communion at 
all times impressive, but most especially so while the 
heart is most impressible and tender, as in children, in 
the temple of God, instead of chilling their loving 
natures by sending them away, or moving them into 
side places and pews during its administration, as 
though they had no part in that Saviour's love which 
it is its whole design to commemorate. Thus let them 
join those in whose footsteps it is so much to be de- 
sired that they should follow, without let or hindrance, 
without test or scruple, leaving the responsibility with 
parents of choosing the time when they shall thus 
present them to the Lord ; and who can say on how 
many such youthful hearts He may not set in earliest 
life the seal of His grace ? or who can answer the 
solemn question, how many this exclusion from it, 
until they have attained a certain age — and ere they 
have arrived at it, have contracted habits of sin — has 
prevented from joining it, perhaps for ever, or at least 
has been the means of keeping them for many years 
wanderers in the world without, instead of safely rest- 
ing within the fold of the Great Shepherd, who would 
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carry such lambs in His arms, and who still says, 
" Suffer little children and forbid them not to come 
unto me." Surely Christians, in the exercise of their 
official functions, are very far from emulating the 
example of their divine Master in this matter. 

There is yet another aspect which appears to be 
overlooked — if not practically unacknowledged, cer- 
tainly not sufficiently appreciated — which is, the divine 
presence and its effect in that service ; His power and 
further purpose and design in the Lord's Supper. 

Not only was that evening walk to Emmaus real as 
to the persons composing it, but it was highly typical 
and instructive in its bearing on this especial ordinance, 
and the account of it was written for objects far 
higher and more important than the mere recital of 
the narrative. The touching historical beauty of that 
walk with the Redeemer through the corn-fields is 
greatly enhanced when considered as an exemplifica- 
tion of His enduring companionship with His disciples 
through all time and all scenes, culminating as it did 
with such an effect and such a blessing at the break- 
ing of bread. It was through a field ; on each side of 
them was growing the corn from which should come 
the bread of human life ; and at its end He was 
about to break to them that emblematic bread of 
eternal life, symbolizing His broken body, by which 
He should be known by them, and through which they 
obtain it. The two disciples were walking in dejec- 
tion and sorrow when He joined them. Although he 
had overcome all suffering. His sympathies were still 
with those who suffered, and, as He still does. He 



112 Universal Communion. 

placed Himself at their side and listened to their 
grief ; and when, in answer to His inquiry, they ex- 
plained to Him the cause and nature of their sadness, 
which had especial reference to Himself, He, through 
what appeared to them up to that point but a human 
medium, endeavoured to assuage it by demonstrating 
that so it became Christ to suffer, explaining to them 
those Scriptures which all centered in Him ; and not- 
withstanding that the nature of that instruction was 
such as no other man could have imparted but Him- 
self, to whom it applied, and no other could have so 
applied it, even though they felt their hearts bum 
within them as He talked by the way, still they knew 
Him not until the breaking of bread. 

With how many anxious enquirers and sad at heart 
has the Redeemer thus talked since that evening walk! 
With how many does He still talk by the way, until 
they, too, feel their hearts burn within them, while 
they know Him not — at least in the fullest and most 
endearing sense — to whom He might reveal Himself 
more fully at the breaking.of bread, as He did to those 
two disciples, who, were it not that He deals with the 
individual heart independently of all or any of the 
ceremonial laws of men, would never at least have 
their eyes opened by the emblems of His broken 
body in the Communion Service of the Churches, from 
which they are now excluded, but who still, to Him, 
form as much a part of that greater fellowship of 
saints as do those who so complaisantly surround His 
table by virtue of their offices or self-ordained privi- 
leges, practically though not professedly indifferent 
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to the great multitude whom the barriers they have 
erected exclude. 

The day was well-nigh spent ere they reached 
Emmaus, and He appeared as though He would have 
gone further, but they constrained Him to abide with 
them. The invitation is no sooner given than the 
Saviour, well knowing the earnestness of their desire, 
enters and makes that emblem of His broken body 
the medium and means by which their eyes were 
opened. Is there no lesson in this? Cannot He 
repeat it, and may it not still be so if men do not 
prevent it? And suppose that some — or even many — 
did sit down at that table that have as yet but talked 
with Him by the way, their hearts burning, but with 
imperfect vision, cannot He produce the same blessed 
effect by the same means ? Yes, and it may be boldly 
asserted that He will, and that many who have passed 
those ordeals of men's invention, and those tests of 
their appointment, have not had that fuller and more 
complete manifestation of Christ until they, too, have 
sat down and it has been imparted to them by the 
same divine influence and in the same manner at the 
breaking of bread ; and if it be so, or if it were only 
likely to be even rarely and exceptionally so, how 
can Christians keep the weakest saint, the enquiring 
brother, or even the seeking sinner, away from the 
table of the Lord, or justify the laws that do it ? for 
they know not the secret springs that are welling up 
within, nor the power that thus draws them, neither 
have they in charity any right to suppose that it 
arises from or is any other than His own Spirit 

I 
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who said, " And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,* 
will draw all men unto me." 

Having, then, this record, both real and figurative, 
substantial and spiritual, of the Lord Himself preach- 
ing to two of His own disciples, speaking to them as 
heretofore as one having authority, " Ye fools, and slow 
of heart to believe," who, though they even felt His 
power as their hearts burned within them, yet they 
knew Him not, is it not more easily to be understood 
that ministers may yet exhort, explain, urge, demon- 
strate, and appeal, even to the raising of a fire that 
shall bum within, and yet fail in producing full con- 
viction and fervent love ? and by thus keeping men 
from the table of the Lord, they put themselves 
between Him and the anxious seeker, and thus 
actually deprive him of a similar action of the Spirit's 
grace which accompanied the breaking of bread on 
these disciples. Oh ! may no hungering souls hence- 
forth be deprived of the comfort and joy of such a 
service, so full as it is of the evidence of redeeming 
love, so powerful in its appeal to their acceptance, so 
rich in promise of the Lord's presence, and so possible 
to be the medium of salvation itself May it no longer 
be confined to a select few of man's election. The 
Lord never did a work He is unable to'repeat, nor has 
left on record any act of His that has no lesson for 
His followers, and it cannot be doubted^that He has 
often repeated this one, and will continue to make 
this clearer and fuller manifestation of Himself at the 
breaking of bread to thousands now, and millions yet 
unborn. 
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It behoves every Christian community, believing in 
direct access to God through Christ Jesus and in the 
independent operation of the Holy Spirit, to consider 
what they do, and upon what basis they do it, with 
especial regard to the exclusive, if not even the 
self-righteous, aspect it presents to others by thus 
keeping the sacramental bread and wine within the 
narrow circles of their fellowships, remembering that 
they are not themselves without sin, neither can they 
be the dispensers of grace, though theirs may not be 
of so heinous a type as they imagine to exist in those 
they exclude. He may love most who has had the 
most forgiven still, and before Him who cannot be- 
hold any sin without displeasure or qualification, the 
knowledge of their own imperfections must convince 
them that, did He again appear in their midst at that 
table, accompanied by one such excluded brother, 
and try their right to reject him by the repetition of 
another test He once before applied : " Let him who 
is without sin among you cast the first stone," how 
inevitably must every one of them, without exception, 
retire as did they of old. 

There is no graduated scale of sin with God as 
there is with men. To Him all sin is an abomination ; 
the smallest falsehood to deceive is no less than the 
broken oath ; the gigantic swindle is no greater than 
the petty theft ; or the slanderous injury to a brother 
less heinous in His sight than the cold-blooded 
murder, for he who offends in one thing by the law 
offends in all. Whence comes, then, their patent of 
exclusive right to commemorate that sacrifice which 

I 2 
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was offered for the sins of the world, and not for theirs 
only ? Was it not a thief who entered paradise with 
Him ? Was it not he who presided at the martydom 
of Stephen who was raised to be the greatest of the 
apostles, and to a vision of the third heaven ? and was 
it not all of grace ? and, as no human being ever yet 
took that cup worthily save by the same grace, neither 
is there any man, priest, fellowship, or Church — ^no, nor 
any other power in HEAVEN, EARTH, or HELL— 
that has authority to stand between the soul of man 
and his Redeemer, and to forbid him to participate in 
the symbolic elements of his redemption, or that can 
dare, without heinous presumption, while He says 
" Come," to reply, either in language or practice, " It is 
not for such as you ; " and all that do so are but repeat- 
ing the conduct of him who thanked God that he was 
not even as that publican, instead of imitating that 
better example of him of whom the Master said — and 
may to some, even who now sit at His table under 
cover of Church laws, repeat — " I say unto you, he went 
down justified rather than that other." 

Let those who arrogate to themselves the guardian- 
ship of the Lord's table, and undertake on that behalf 
functions beyond their power, consider the parable of 
the wedding feast, which, although it had undoubtedly 
another primary reference, may also contain meanings 
equally applicable to other circumstances; and it 
certainly appears to rebuke especially the doctrine of 
human selection or election to any of the means of 
grace, of which this surely is one. That wedding 
feast, like that of the sacrament, was prepared, and all 
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things were ready. Some that were bidden had re- 
fused the invitation, as many do still ; but there is no 
record that any that desired to accept it were for- 
bidden, or examined in any way ere they were 
admitted, as in these days of Church fellowships they 
are. The king commanded his servants to bid " as 
many as ye shall find,'* and at his command " those 
servants went out into the highways and gathered 
together as many as they found, both bad and good, 
and the wedding was furnished with guests," and with 
what result.^ Out of all that motley group there 
was at last but one who came under condemnation, 
and that not for his first coming, but for his neglect 
afterwards. Such is grace, if they will but come, and 
men do not prevent them. For that our King yearns, 
and invites all men freely. It is to see sinners put 
themselves in the way of it that He desires, and its 
needed and sufficient supply He undertakes. Those 
servants were not charged — nor are His followers now, 
though they put forth such pretensions — to bid only 
such to the feast as they approve. They received no 
commission to examine as to who was worthy or who 
was not. Their authority extended no further than 
their instructions, which were to bid " as many as ye 
shall find ; " and it would be well if His servants fol- 
lowed their Lord's instructions and intentions in this 
ordinance as fully as they do in others, and under- 
stood His meaning as well now as did they in 
the parable, "both bad and good," and leave the 
further responsibility of personal acceptance with 
Him who will undertake it, even as the king in that 
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case did, that his table might be furnished with 
guests. 

Even so the Lord says to-day, " Let all who will 
come ; " and Churches and priests only hinder His work 
and retard its progress by placing themselves at the 
wrong end of the command, by keeping men away until 
they appear to them to have attained a certain stan- 
dard of fitness and holiness, instead of welcoming " all 
who will," and leaving to Him who thus draws them the 
necessary supply of the promised grace. Those ser- 
vants in the parable knew the king's meaning in their 
instructions to be both bad and good, and they acted 
upon it, and the further responsibility and judgment 
the king took upon himself; and out of all that 
assembly, gathered from all classes and characters of 
men, how few were deemed unworthy in the sight of 
the king himself at last — only one — and it was the 
king and not his servants that detected even this soli- 
tary offender after all, and for his presence none of 
t/tem were rebuked. Surely, with this parable before 
them, ministers, deacons, and elders should examine 
themselves ere they attempt to examine others for 
such a purpose ; and Christians may renounce their 
fears at opening their communion to all the world. 
When this unselected gathering from the highways 
went in at this universal invitation to the feast, 
they had on no wedding garments. They would 
surely have been much in the condition of those 
whose robes were soiled and, perhaps, torn and 
tattered with the labours of their daily avocation ; 
and in this aspect they present the spiritual and 
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sacramental lesson that it is proposed to draw 
from it. 

It was not until^they had entered the palace of the 
king that they were, in accordance with the prevailing 
Eastern custom, clothed with the garments proper 
for the occasion, and which were always provided for 
such guests. The servants saw them outside only in 
their rough and travel-stained attire — spiritually very 
much in the same sin-spotted state of soul in which 
some might approach this better feast — but their 
command was plain and emphatic, " As many as ye 
shall find bid to the marriage ; " and they, without 
hesitation, selection, or conditions, obeyed it. And 
with what consequences 1 Why, the great desire of 
their king was at once attained. They came, and 
that was something ; they were thus in the position 
to accept and enjoy his proffered hospitality, and that 
was much more ; and they had obeyed his commands, 
which was better still, so the wedding was furnished 
with guests. By these means, and by the universality 
of the invitation only, were guests in sufficient num- 
bers induced to accept it, and the position of the 
Lord's table at the present moment is an exactly 
parallel case, and should be dealt with in precisely 
the same manner, when the result will be in every 
circumstance the same; and should there be one 
there, perchance, without the robe of righteousness, 
the Lord will condemn no other than himself. Once 
within the palace, there was the feast prepared, and 
the welcome awaited them. Once within its chambers, 
there ready, waiting, and prepared for them, were the 
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garments exactly suited to their needs and the occa- 
sion, and sufficiently ample to cover all other defects 
or deficiences ; and so freely and fully for all that 
at last, when the king came in to see his guests, there 
was but one that was unclothed, and that in conse- 
quence came under condemnation ; and the judgment 
passed on him was not because he had come in thus 
unclothed, but because he would not afterwards avail 
himself of the robe that had been provided for him, 
that lay ready for his use, and that was offered for his 
acceptance. And so it is still with God and grace. 
He waits the coming of both bad and good, in accep- 
tation of His invitation. He lays no responsibility on 
His servants to examine into or to detect their defi- 
ciences. He waits their coming to clothe them with 
the robe of righteousness, and He who knows their 
nakedness holds it out for their acceptance and 
adornment. He waits to be gracious, and He alone 
it is who can discover the traitor, which authority He 
has not parted with to any man ; and He needs no 
guardian aid of men to hedge His table in, for He 
will clothe His guests if they but come. 

Is it no rebuke to Christians and to Churches that 
they prevent by their exactions many who would 
be otherwise willing from thus coming ? or none to 
ministers and fellowships that, while the Lord would 
have all men come freely to His table, and eat of the 
bread of life, that they place themselves between it 
and the sinner, ostensibly and arrogantly to guard, 
but really to destroy, the vital principle of its institu- 
tion ? Go ye rather likewise into the highways, and 
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as many as ye shall find bid, that His table may 
be furnished with guests, having no fear of con- 
tamination from any poor sinner who may draw near 
to it, but rather fear that, when the King comes in to 
see His guests. He should find the man who has not 
on the wedding garment among those who have eluded 
all your earth-bom tests, sitting in your midst in the 
tinselled robe of a spurious Church sanctity instead, for 
it is the King alone, and Him only, who DISCOVERS, 
JUDGES, and CONDEMNS. 

If nothing justifies the denial to man of his share 
in any of the ordinances of the Gospel, much less is 
his expulsion therefrom warranted by any laws, disci- 
plinary or otherwise, of the Church, and most espe- 
cially from the Lord's table. The great father is 
represented in another parable as running to meet the 
returning prodigal. There is no record in that of one 
word even of reproof to mar the welcome accorded 
to the erring wanderer. His repentant return was all 
he needed to cause that overflow of love and joy. 
For him the best robe was ready, waiting, put on at 
once, and it covered all his nakedness. In the face 
of such teaching from Christ Himself, it is marvellous 
how any Christian fellowship, in the full knowledge 
of their own fallibility, can dare to suspend for a 
moment, much less to expel or excommunicate, any 
erring brother from the table of the Lord. Happily, 
those disciplinary laws of excommunication or sus- 
pension in Nonconformist communities are so rarely 
and so tenderly exercised, that their entire abolition 
would be scarcely felt. Were it otherwise, or where 
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they are ever enforced, their condemnation should be 
written IN LETTERS OF BURNING FIRE. 

How can they weigh the fierce temptation of that 
fiery trial, or estimate the power of the darkness under 
which a brother fell ? Its nature is altogether imma- 
terial. It may have been like that of Joseph's great 
temptation, without Joseph's strength. It might be 
in the depths of deep distress, and while overwhelmed 
with the cares and vicissitudes of life, that the golden 
apple was dangled before his eyes, at which, in a 
moment of unguarded weakness, he clutched in 
frenzied forgetfulness of his higher responsibilities, 
and in grasping which he blasted the reputation of a 
life ; or, as another Bunyan, he may have fallen a 
prey to an indwelling and easily besetting sin, none 
of which are to be excused on their own account, 
although even such have been permitted to prevail 
for a season, that the abounding grace of God might 
be more manifest to His own ultimate glory, for, 
" though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down ; " 
and while He who sees the sin with abhorrence, and 
cannot behold it without anger, yet also sees what 
man cannot — all the conditions of the sinner, physical, 
moral, and circumstantial, under which the enemy of 
souls accomplished his fall — and while also His power 
and grace is sufficient to lift up again all such, and 
restore the wanderer to the paths of holiness, is the 
Church so immaculate that she should step in and 
undertake the judgment and retribution of the Al- 
mighty ? God forbid ! Rather should she with loving 
heart and outstretched arms re-fold such to the bosom 
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of Christian love with joy, for they are incompetent to 
condemn. How can they fathom or know the secret 
sorrow, measure the repentant tears, or witness the 
agonizing prayers, that may have been unheard by any 
other, poured out at the feet of Him against whom an 
erring brother has sinned, and who, perhaps, having 
obtained thereby a sense of pardon and peace, desires 
again to present himself at the table of his Redeemer 
in humble penitence and gratitude, but to find that, 
while his conscience assures him that the offended 
majesty of heaven has been appeased, the unrighteous 
indignation of his brethren in the Church has resulted 
in his expulsion or suspension, the effect of which act 
would be, in the absence of his conviction of the ten- 
derness and mercy of God, to hurl him again into 
that very abyss from which he has escaped, and to 
snatch from which, by tenderness and love, and not 
by pains and penalties, is the especial mission of the 
Church and Christianity ? 

How often shall a brother offend — seven times ? 
Aye, seventy times seven, and be forgiven, is the 
doctrine of the Master, and should be that of His 
servants and the spirit of His followers, who have but 
too often themselves offended to sit in judgment. 
Impotent as they are to save a soul, they are happily 
equally so to destroy one; but the thought is so 
horrible to contemplate that any Church, by so 
casting out a brother, ever so erring though he be, 
should on the mere judgment of men be in any way 
a means to so destructive an end, and more especially 
if they had the power of entailing his condemnation 
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thereby, which they most certainly have not directly, 
though they might indirectly compass it, that if there 
be through all the ages but one single soul now among 
the lost — and it is a fearful thing to think there must be 
many — who can trace its final and fatal declension to 
the action of this law of Church discipline, not all the 
tongues of angels or of men would be loud enough to 
trumpet forth the dreadful iniquity of the deed or the 
presumptuous sin of man, which, were it not for the 
grace that would not let them go, it is to be feared 
there would have been many more such records than, 
from the mercy of God, it is to be hoped there is. 

Freely, then, as was the Saviour's blood shed for all 
men, so as freely let all take its emblematic cup. 
Fetter no longer the Gospel invitation. The sacrifice 
was universal, and the feast of its commemoration 
cannot be too unlimited, leaving the soul alone to 
deal directly with its Lord, and resting perfectly 
assured and charitably believing that, wherever the 
desire is evinced to drink of this cup. His Spirit will 
be the motive power ; or should it be that any other 
usurp His place, the Judge of all the earth will 
avenge Himself without the intervention of man. 
No longer suffer the fallible judgment of men or 
forms of Churches to interfere with the perfect 
freedom of the Gospel by tests, examinations, fellow- 
ships, transfers, ages, times, days, places, or persons; 
but let Christ Jesus, in the riches of His grace and 
love, stand face to face with every soul that seeks Him, 
and He being '* All and in all," let all who will come 
and drink of the water of life freely, and of that cup let 
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the whole ransomed race of Adam drink, for " freely 
ye have received, freely give/' 

In perfect confidence and in the full exercise of a 
holy faith in the divine promise of His presence 
wherever two or three are met together in His name, 
parents, surround yourselves with the dear pledges of 
your conjugal love, the dearest treasures of earth, the 
objects of your deepest solicitude and heaviest respon- 
sibility, providing such vessels as are meet for such 
a service, and keep such days or times as you desire 
to mark or distinguish in remembrance of special 
mercies, memories, or purposes, holy, freely, nothing 
doubting your authority or privilege, sanctifying them 
with the emblems of His love as representing His 
broken body and blood ; for you may challenge all 
the world to prove by the Gospel that you have not 
a commission as high as any priest, or an example as 
conclusive of your right as any Church can point 
to, whether it be exercised in the bosom of your 
families, the meeting of Christian brethren for mutual 
edification, travelling through the arid desert, or 
ploughing the billows of the deep sea, anywhere and 
everywhere, its sole requirement being that you do 
it unto the Lord and not unto men, believing in Christ 
Jesus. 

Take, eat, in remembrance of Him ; break the bread 
and drink the wine utterly regardless of the opinion 
of men, for you have the command of Christ, " Do 
this in remembrance of me," and all beyond that is 
of man, and of his invention, whether they be the 
laws of the Church of Rome, that of England, or 



126 Universal Communion. 

Dissent in any of its varieties. Do so with prayer and 
thanksgiving, in the fullest assurance of faith, and let 
nothing shake your belief that on all such occasions 
He who ordained it as a loving commemorative service 
to Him, and as a comforting feast to all those who 
look with hope for His second coming and for His 
salvation, will be in your midst, and that to bless you, 
according to His promise, as much in this ordinance, 
if not even more evidently in it than in any other. 

And you, poor solitary one, unable to join now in 
the service of the sanctuary, whom none come to 
cheer in your lonely sadness while you await the 
summons that shall release you, around whose knee 
no prattling children gather now, though it may be 
they oft remember in a distant land the lessons of 
their infancy, and the voices of the loved and lost are 
heard no longer, but for the reunion with whom your 
eyes are looking with ever-brightening hope and 
expectancy towards the New Jerusalem, take you the 
bread, break, and eat ; take you the cup, rejoice, and 
drink, in all the confidence of a matured faith, ever 
brightening as it approaches more and more nearly to 
the sun that first enkindled it, happy in the know- 
ledge and rapturous in the thought that, though all 
other hope be dead, and every other voice be hushed 
for ever — the world itself be dead to you, and you 
unto the world — one Friend, and that " the chiefest 
of ten thousand and the altogether lovely," will join 
you, and in the silent whisper within, you will 
recognise the voice of the Friend of the friendless 
saying unto you, " Come unto me, ye that are weary 
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and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." He will 
come in and sup with you most assuredly, according 
to His promise, and as you take that bread and drink 
that cup in sweet and loving remembrance of Him, 
you shall feel the secret joy of His companionship and 
presence; and in your solitude and calm repose 
the rapture will pervade your soul as it experiences 
the truth that, though all men may have forsaken 
you, He remains faithful to the end. Yes, and as 
your longing spirit breathes the weary pilgrims' invi- 
tation, " Abide with me, fast falls the eventide,*' it 
shall be, though your dwelling be as humble as was 
that at Bethany, He will make it His dwelling-place, 
until ere long He calls you hence, and on the wings of 
everlasting love He bears you upwards into heavenly 
mansions, there to wipe away all tears from your eyes, 
and join you to that throng which no man can number, 
who sing the song of Moses and the Lamb for ever. 
He says, "Do this in remembrance of me." Fail not, 
then, nor fear to do it, for what higher authority or 
greater encouragement does man need than His own 
command } and as surely will He perform His 
promise and be there, as your cry ascends to heaven, 
" Even so, come, Lord Jesus ! " 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE lord's poor. 

*' Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 
thisy To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world/* — ^James i. 27. 

"/ have shewed you all things, how that so laboufing ye 
ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how He said. It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceived* — Acts xx. 35. 

Instead of exercising a judgment on others far be- 
yond their powers or prerogatives, Christian commu- 
nities have something yet to learn from the world; and 
especially Christians so-called, who lay claim to that 
title only by virtue of an outward connection with the 
Church, will have to give a far greater evidence of 
sympathetic vitality and the " pure religion and un- 
defiled " as described by the Apostle James and as 
taught by the Master, ere they will establish their 
claim, to the satisfaction of thoughtful men, to such 
superior excellence, or to the validity of such de- 
mands as they put forth, when they constitute them- 
selves the censors or keepers of their brothers 
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conscience, by which they withhold any Christian 
privilege, and especially that of the Lord's Supper. 
The world is largely composed of men whose obser- 
vation is as keen, and whose perception is as clear, as 
is that of those who compose its Churches, and they 
are, unhappily, too well and too often able to detect 
amongst Christians greater shortcomings in sympa- 
thetic action and charity than are presented by those 
who do not profess to be guided by such high and 
holy motives, and they weigh them in the balances, 
and it is well where they are not fbund wanting ; but 
where they are it weakens the power and attractive- 
ness of the Gospel much more than they are apt to 
imagine, and the more so because they aspire to 
scrutinize the secret and hidden things of the heart, 
and sit in judgment thereon. 

There are strong and noble sympathies in worldly 
men, though they may unfortunately too often be 
allied with sin itself; but certainly no such should 
equal, much less exceed or excel, those of Christians, 
and most especially towards their brethren of the 
household of faith. The poor inebriate, after a night 
of unholy debauch, will seek out his erring brother 
companion, under the experimental knowledge that 
morning will bring with it the horrors consequent 
upon intemperance, and strive to cheer him, if only, 
alas ! by sharing the remnant of a well-nigh empty 
purse to provide him another draught of the accursed 
cup by which he fell, to counteract the terrible reaction 
which is the sure penalty of this sin. 

The poor unfortunate will seek out her erring sister, 

K 
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laid low by fever, disease, poverty, or the near ap- 
proach of death, and from the scant earnings of her 
shame will try to soothe the mental anguish and 
bodily agony that tortures her, as the memories of a 
sinful life and the weakness of a shattered constitution 
press upon her conscience and her frame ; while Chris- 
tians — and Church members, too — would only cover 
their faces and pass such by with pious hdrror, al- 
though the words of the great Deliverer are ringing 
in their ears, *' Neither do I condemn thee ; go, sin no 
more." These are the sympathies of sin, but they are 
not less truly sympathy with suffering, and have a 
lesson for Christians in them, for there are sufferings 
in their midst of other types, but are they even 
equally responded to ? 

Go through that crowded highway of fashion, and 
see yon cripple, dragging his weary way, seeking alms 
of passers by. Watch awhile, and you will see the 
priest come by, too wrapt in ecstatic vision of holy 
things to notice him : following him the Pharisees of 
our day in shoals, who spend their Sabbaths in the 
house of God — whose names, perhaps, appear in bold 
relief on subscription lists for church and chapel 
building, which their sideboards record in many a 
silver trowel, while the homes of their toiling servants 
give but little evidence of that Christian philanthropy 
which their public speeches indicate and admiring 
crowds applaud. These, too, pass by on the other 
side of private human misery, nor do their hands dive 
into their well-filled pockets to give him help. Verily, 
they have their reward, whic.i, if it be but a silver 
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trowel, will be but poor comfort where such things 
have no current value. Watch on, and you will see 
him pass down some narrow lane, the squalid occu- 
pants of which are but removed one hair's breadth 
above his own condition, but there it is that he will 
find the true Samaritans, and many a needy hand will 
squeeze from its own penury some small token of 
sympathy and true Christian love not recognised by 
Churches ; some widows' mites drop there that shall 
outweigh in the estimation of the Master all the offer- 
ings put together that are emblazoned in the printed 
records of the Churches, for, when He comes to purge 
His floor and sift the chaff from the wheat, the breath 
of heaven will not blow such away. They will remain, 
poor . though they be, amongst the heaviest grain, 
while perchance it may be that the wealthy merchant, 
with his seat in Parliament, framing heartless bankrupt 
laws, but rich in trowels, which only represent in truth 
the sweat of ill-paid servants and the sighs of debtors 
ruined by his greed for gold, whose children's bread 
has made his offering to the Lord, will fly away as 
very chaff indeed. This is the sympathy of poverty 
with poverty, and has its lesson, too, for Christians, in 
whose very midst exists trouble and distress which 
they neither know nor attempt to discover or alle- 
viate ; not necessarily abject penury, but misfortunes 
and trials which may bow the head and break the heart 
ere they put forth the friendly help to raise a fallen 
brother or bind up the broken spirit ; and the poor see 
it, and they put this against that, and doubt if Chris- 
tianity is for them, AND WELL THEY MAY. 

K 2 
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But it may be asked. Are there no sympathies dis- 
played by Christians ? God forbid either such a con- 
clusion or assertion. They do exist and shine forth 
brightly on many a field of Christian labour, as most 
righteously they should, until they leave no dark cor- 
ner in the earth or Church unbrightened or unblessed]; 
but they should ever go beyond, and not fall short of 
other men's, especially such as they are apt to call 
worldly, in anything ; nevertheless they are too often 
of a kind that parodies the exclamation of the Apos- 
tles', " Silver and gold have we none, but such as we 
have give we unto thee," and they attend the prayer- 
meeting, and there and by that means expend the 
all they ever give or do in sympathetic Action towards 
their less-favoured and suffering brethren ; but of that 
which costs them nothing — invaluable and inesti- 
mable as prayer is of itself — they administer in great 
abundance and with lavish liberality. But do they ex- 
tend no further ? Oh, yes ! and are also good and 
edifying as far as they do extend. They may, per- 
chance, be found on visits to the sick and dying, 
but too often only taking with them that invaluable 
gift of prayer still, which is no tax on them. Their 
hearts, it is to be hoped, are very full, but their hands 
are perfectly empty ; and where their lot is one of 
plenty and prosperity, it is but a mockery in the sight 
of Him who sees more to value in a cup of cold water 
or in two mites than in all the professions or prayers 
of men without charity. How can He listen with 
pleasure to such for the help of others, and see that 
they themselves withhold it ? and the world puts 
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this against that, and doubts it all, AS WELL IT 
MAY. 

But is there nothing else yet ? Oh, yes ! noble 
gifts laid on the altar, but withal no great sacrifices ; 
rolls of names against sums of money for the building 
of churches and chapels ; books filled with subscribers 
to convert the heathen and evangelize the world ; 
crowded meetings to listen to reports from India, 
Timbttctoo, and the South Sea Islands, China or 
Hindostan, City Missions, Home Missions, Foreign 
Missions ; working meetings and money boxes to clothe 
the children of the various foreign mission stations ; 
and one of the best of all perhaps, a loving gift sent 
out to some hard-toiling servant of the Master as he 
prosecutes his ministry far from the comforts of his 
native land — all worthy objects in themselves for 
Christian effort and liberality, all necessary work, all 
acceptable service and of sure approval, as they are 
also imperative duties, but, without something else, 
all falling short and wanting, lacking the essence of 
the cup of cold water or the gift to one of these My 
brethren. These are, after all, but as the extended ring 
on the surface of the lake without the converging 
circles from the central stone which should have been 
first of all thrown in, and, in fact, are but beginning 
everywhere and anywhere rather than at Jerusalem. 

But of their immediate surroundings how little 
Churches seem to know or care, and of the sorrow and 
suffering in their very midst what little pains they 
take to discover and relieve. They see in the sombre 
garments of mourning here and there, as it were, 
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thrust upon them, where the last enemy has been, 
and some few words of sympathy may be the result 
of it, but they seldom care to learn whether death 
has left no sting behind for the survivors where the 
bread-winner has been taken or the mother gone ; but 
whatever Christ's people may do in other ways, depend 
upon it these are their first duties, and above all other 
their most sacred charges, and until all such demands 
upon their Christian love are satisfied, their liberality 
and efforts in more distant fields is little better than 
a sacred farce. 

To the praise and honour of the ministry, the pulpit 
is generally clear of guilt m this matter, but the pew 
is not ; and the preacher in no uncertain sound may 
preach, but unless those who hear put into more 
practical, systematic, and organised effort the lessons 
thus delivered, this blot upon the Christian character 
of our Churches must remain, and they will continue 
to be, as they are by far too much at present, mere 
meeting-houses for public worship, instead of the 
united families of the Lord, in which no single member 
could suffer in mind, body, or estate, without affecting 
the whole, and to alleviate which is Christianity's first 
demand upon them. A brother perhaps is, missed, who 
used to join them in prayer and worship, who comes 
no longer. " Ah, he must be falling away*' thinks 
one ; " he must be going back into the world," says 
another ; but it never occurs to them that he has gone 
down in the world instead, which has a very different 
meaning, and one for which they have but scant sym- 
pathy-r-at most, not enough to search him out, and by 
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their wealth and influence to try and help to raise him 
up again, which is their bounden duty towards all, at 
least, that are of the household of faith, and which 
should be also a very family of God, even if there be 
no printed record of such labours of love ; and for 
Christian fellowship to be worthy of its name, the fellow- 
ship of suffering and trial must have its place and part 
m it, and all such fellowships which extend no further 
than to a seat at the table of the Lord, fall very short of 
the sympathies of Him who was " a man of sorrows 
and well acquainted with grief," whose face was more 
marred than that of any other man as He bore our 
sorrows, and to whom He has, with unmistakable 
clearness, precept, and example, committed the sacred 
charge of all His afflicted brethren of the faith as a 
first responsibility, and a precious legacy of love to 
His disciples through all the ages. 

But have they not prayed for the sorrowing and 
suffering? Undoubtedly they have, and have too 
often thought in doing so that they have fulfilled their 
duty, and have thus shifted their further responsibility 
on to the Almighty and merciful Father, with whom 
they leave them, and were it not for whose help they 
would remain unblessed, at all events by them, instead 
of binding up the broken heart ; and sorrowing 
Christians, as well as the world, see this and feel it, 
and they, too, put this against that, and are almost 
tempted to doubt their own faith. 

But where are the deacons ? Surely this is their office 
to seek out and find such at least of their own fellow- 
ship ? It was once, and it was the especial duty to 
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which they were originally set apart and appointed ; 
but the fashion of this world appears to have changed 
the object, at least in their minds, for which they were 
at first ordained, and they are now so choked with the 
cares of office, Church government, examining their 
brethren for communion, which would be better left 
undone^ their meetings, and their speeches, that they 
have no time for the Lord's poor and afflicted in their 
trials and need, beyond dispensing the alms of the 
communion fund, which only touches one kind of 
trouble in their midst, than which there are many 
greater and deeper around them utterly neglected, of 
which they only note perhaps some sittings given up 
by a brother overwhelmed with a reverse of fortune, 
who in times past, with ready hand and heart, was 
always at their side when duty called him forth to 
aid in any good word or work for the Master ; whose 
head, once erect amongst them, is now bowed down 
with grief and shame, till at last he has gone altogether, 
and the place that once knew him now knows him no 
more, and the voice that once cheered them on to 
active liberal service for the Master is no longer heard, 
for the vicissitudes of life have emptied the hand and 
broken the heart that once gave with joy and liberality, 
and Churches, like the cold world around them, let 
many such go without a sigh, or a sign of the love of 
Christ existing in them, and certainly without giving 
any evidence of it. 

But again the question. Have they not prayed for 
the suffering and sorrowing in their midst? Yes, 
they have ; and that is all they have done, and a very 
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unsacrificing philanthropy it is. But what have they 
left undone ? They have left undone the most ac- 
ceptable part of their service to Him who says, " Freely 
ye have received, freely give ; " ** Even as ye have done 
it to one of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me." They have neglected to see that no brother or 
sister amongst them is in distress of any kind, and re- 
mains undiscovered, unvisited, or unhelped, for as faith 
without works is dead, so also are their prayers with- 
out help, effort, and sacrifice, wherever the powef 
exists ; and as surely as He who hears will help the 
objects of them of His own mercy, so also will He 
condemn those who utter them, calling Him " Lord, 
Lord," while they knowingly fail to do the will of 
Him on whom they call, which is to kelp as well as 
pray for the brethren whom they thus neglect, and to 
visit in their affliction and lift them up again when 
they are once bowed down and overwhelmed. And 
Christ's own see this neglect, and feel it, and they, 
too, put this against that, and mourn that they look 
in vain for the evidence of the love of Christ in their 
own brethren in the hour of direst need, and are 
sorely tempted to take sides with the world again, and 
doubt all who thus profess Him, because there ap- 
pears to be nothing beyond it, above it, or.coming forth 
from it, but profession, and not without reason. 

To enclose in the arms of Christian philanthropy 
all the sorrows of humanity, or to compass the whole 
needs of mankind, is not to be expected of Christian 
communities alone ; but the world does expect — and it 
may fairly do so — to see Christians display a more 
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practical sympathy for the worshipping members, at 
least, of their own communion, as well as for those 
which extend so far beyond them into heathen lands, 
and that not merely in efforts for their salvation, but 
also in commiseration for their temporal difficulties, 
trials, and necessities, nor will it believe in their self- 
imposed mission of Christian judgment or exclusive 
rights of fellowship until it does. 

This can be done without of necessity diminishing 
their zeal in the more aggressive and still necessary 
work for evangelizing the darker spots of the earth, 
for it does not always follow that to help their brethren 
must entail a demand upon their purses, although it 
sometimes may, but it will be frequently as effectively 
done and possible by the exercise of their influence and 
effort, without any demand upon their wealth, that they 
may raise up again the fallen, or help on in life the 
weak and helpless ; and by thus evincing more care for 
the most natural, because nearest, claims upon them 
within their own borders, not only should individual 
Christians, but Churches, in united effort and sym- 
pathy, much more powerfully demonstrate that the 
religion they essay so jealously to guard by their laws 
with respect to the Lord's Supper is, at all events, 
something more than a mere manifestation of exalted 
and exceptional spiritual excellence, their lofty flight 
in which appears to make them forget that humanity 
has other needs than those of the soul, and that they 
have other responsibilities beyond merely preaching 
Christ and praying for their brethren, and by adminis- 
tering to which they will at least give a greater 
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evidence of the active existence of that vital spiritual 
life which should comprehend within its sphere the 
claims of the present as well as those of the hereafter 
of their fellows, and especially of those who sit with 
them in the house of the same great Father and 
listen to the Gospel of a loving Redeemer, bereft per- 
haps of all the joys of life while their cup overflows with 
mercies, and that they follow not in word only, but in 
deed, the great example of their Lord, whose life was 
spent in doing good, as well as in preaching righteous- 
ness, and who dealt with man not only as he would 
be hereafter, but also as He found him, for while He 
called upon all men everywhere to repent, not less 
did He cure all their diseases and sympathize with 
every form of human woe. It was He who gave the 
parable of the good Samaritan, and He spoke it that 
all who had ears might hear, and hearing, go and do 
likewise, pouring in the oil of consolation, and, if need 
be, doing something more to help them to renew the 
journey. 

When mankind see more of this spirit in, and 
Churches by their actions more effectually demonstrate 
it ; when Jesus is presented to men as the Christ of 
the world, reflected in His disciples, and not of the few 
elected fellowships limiting an ordinance by no means 
theirs to deal with ; when Christians welcome all men 
to equal privileges with themselves, and trust the 
rest to His grace instead of their own judgment ; when 
they return to the teaching of Christ as at first 
delivered to them and understood by those who first 
heard it ; when they give up their own inventions fpr 
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His glory, and minister of their abundance to the 
needs of the Lord's poor ; when they sink their own 
righteousness in His, and when, in the true spirit of 
the Gospel, they treat all men as brethren, and feel 
for and act toward them as such, then — and never till 
then — will the world believe or join with them in the 
work of man's salvation with saving energy and zeal ; 
and as they have no authority now, equally so will 
they have no need then, to exclude any man from the 
table of the Lord, which is the heritage of right, and 
not of human suffrage, of every son of Adam who 
believes in Christ Jesus, who wills it that ALL men 
should come unto Him and live. 




THE LORD'S TABLE. 



Hark ! the Saviour seems to say, ^ 

" Son, is thy soul without a spot, 
That thou art here in peace to-day, 
And many brethren more are not, 

To taste my loving cup ? 

** How art thou here, and they are not ? 
For all by grace can stand ; 
Why they retire, and have no lot 
With this, so small a band. 

To drink my loving cup ? 

*' Son, is thy soul so spotless, pure. 
Beyond temptation's power ; 
So calmly certain and so sure 
That thou could'st stand one hour, 

Had I not drank that cup ? 

** *Twas not for thee alone 'twas drained ; 
Why, then, are so few here ? 
That bread for all men was ordained, 
That wine all men to cheer ; 

And all may drink it up. 

" Go, gaze outside, and thou wilt see 
Thy brethren passing by ; 
Think of thy peace on finding me, 
And hear their broken sigh. 

Whom thou deny*st thecup. 
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I kar/ar ibdr XKed, I bsar fhm sa^ 
And muk ibdr fed^ pcrpcr ; 

Hzad than mr loiiz^ cap. 

^Msd fear DOC, little flock, tint I 
fSuIl less be at toot boaxd, 
Sh^/uld one e^en diink unwoftfaDf 
Whom I would have restored 

By this, mj loving cup." 

No longer shall it be that I, 

A fallen man, like they. 
Allow a brother to pass by, 

Or sec him go away, 

While I drink of this cup. 

I'or one, for all, for old and young, 

For saints and sinners too, 
For all on Calvary He hung — 

Not more for me than you— 

Whose blood has filled this cup. 

No priest we need to bid us drink, 

Nor church to drink it in ; 
On Him alone if we but think, 

THEN NOWHERE IS IT SIN 

To take His loving cup. 
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